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One of the most fascinating stories in nature is the life cycle of the Pacific
salmon. This lyrical, beautiful non-fiction picture book tells the story of one
coho, Sumi, from her birth in a remote creek, to her final hours when she spawns
and then dies.
All phases of Sumi's life are shown from her trip down river to the ocean; her
time as a fully mature fish swimming in the great seas; to the most fascinating
and mysterious period in the life cycle of these magic animals, the determined
return against great obstacles to her birthplace.
Many thousands of people come to witness these last great moments in the lives
of salmon because it is such a moving and interesting phenomenon. As wild
salmon become rarer due to our exploitation of their environment and the
consequent destruction of their habitat, as well as of our abusive over-fishing
practices, their story engages us more than ever. This book is a plea for
protection of salmon and of the natural world which they inhabit. An afterward
presents the factual basis for the book and amplifies on the poetic text.
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One of the most fascinating stories in nature is the life cycle of the Pacific salmon. This lyrical, beautiful
non-fiction picture book tells the story of one coho, Sumi, from her birth in a remote creek, to her final hours
when she spawns and then dies.
All phases of Sumi's life are shown from her trip down river to the ocean; her time as a fully mature fish
swimming in the great seas; to the most fascinating and mysterious period in the life cycle of these magic
animals, the determined return against great obstacles to her birthplace.
Many thousands of people come to witness these last great moments in the lives of salmon because it is such
a moving and interesting phenomenon. As wild salmon become rarer due to our exploitation of their
environment and the consequent destruction of their habitat, as well as of our abusive over-fishing practices,
their story engages us more than ever. This book is a plea for protection of salmon and of the natural world
which they inhabit. An afterward presents the factual basis for the book and amplifies on the poetic text.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 1-3-Reczuch's illustrations capture the natural beauty of stream and ocean in which the intriguing life
cycle of the coho salmon occurs. With so much inherent drama in the facts, LeBox's decision to tell the story
as a romanticized account of a fish named Sumi is unfortunate. While still in her egg, Sumi hears the
mystical song of her dying mother, and her life becomes devoted to following a poetic dream, narrated in
prose laced with couplets such as, "The males grew fangs and fierce hooked noses./Their scales became the
color of roses." A time line of the fish's life cycle and an essay on threats to the salmon follow Sumi's story.
Books such as Molly Cone's Come Back, Salmon (Sierra Club, 1992) demonstrate how real stories
effectively told can be more compelling than cloying personifications. Let this book swim by with some
wistful regret that the lovely art wasn't better served.
Kathy Piehl, Minnesota State University, Mankato
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 3-6. Sometimes in rhyme, sometimes in free verse, this stellar picture-book combination of fiction,
science, and ecology allows children to accompany a coho salmon, Sumi, through her life cycle, beginning
with Sumi snug in a newly laid egg, "pale orange sun," and ending as Sumi lays eggs of her own. Reczuch's
powerful watercolors accurately picture the salmon and its varying environments: roaring rapids, quiet
ponds, a mist-shrouded creek. In one striking picture sequence, the tranquility of a fresh water stream on a
snowy night is shattered as a gull thrusts its beak through the water, hungry for fry. The narrative pace
quickens to reflect the drama: "Spring arrived again with a torrent of water. / Rushing, rumbling, roaring,
tumbling! / The current carried the fry, head first, downstream, / Past ducks and herons with hungry beaks, /
Past gulls and dippers eager to feast. / The creek hurled the fry over rocks and sweepers, / Tossed them
against roots and tangled creepers." Filled with facts, this visually striking effort concludes with a time line
of the coho's life cycle, information about the fishes' threatened habitat, and suggestions of how children can
help minimize the perils the coho face. Ellen Mandel
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Moreno:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Salmon Creek. You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Salmon Creek. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well
as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's examine.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Charles Owens:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Salmon Creek had been making you to know about
other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book
Salmon Creek is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship together with the book Salmon Creek. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Gary Carter:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Salmon Creek that give your
fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick
Salmon Creek become your personal starter.

Roman Morris:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Salmon Creek or maybe others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to include their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Salmon Creek to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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