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In this candid and witty autobiography, Nobel laureate Herbert A. Simon looks at
his distinguished and varied career, continually asking himself whether (and
how) what he learned as a scientist helps to explain other aspects of hislife.A
brilliant polymath in an age of increasing specialization, Simon is one of those
rare scholars whose work defines fields of inquiry. Crossing disciplinary linesin
half a dozen fields, Simon's story encompasses an explosion in the information
sciences, the transformation of psychology by the information-processing
paradigm, and the use of computer simulation for modeling the behavior of
highly complex systems.Simon's theory of bounded rationality led to a Nobel
Prize in economics, and his work on building machines that think -- based on the
notion that human intelligence is the rule-governed manipulation of symbols --
laid conceptual foundations for the new cognitive science. Subsequently,
contrasting metaphors of the maze (Simon's view) and of the mind (neural nets)
have dominated the artificial intelligence debate. There is also awarm account of
his successful marriage and of an unconsummated love affair, lettersto his
children, columns, a short story, and political and personal intrigue in academe.
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In this candid and witty autobiography, Nobel laureate Herbert A. Simon looks at his distinguished and
varied career, continually asking himself whether (and how) what he learned as a scientist helpsto explain
other aspects of hislife.A brilliant polymath in an age of increasing specialization, Simon is one of those rare
scholars whose work defines fields of inquiry. Crossing disciplinary linesin half a dozen fields, Simon's
story encompasses an explosion in the information sciences, the transformation of psychology by the
information-processing paradigm, and the use of computer simulation for modeling the behavior of highly
complex systems.Simon's theory of bounded rationality led to a Nobel Prize in economics, and his work on
building machines that think -- based on the notion that human intelligence is the rule-governed manipulation
of symbols -- laid conceptual foundations for the new cognitive science. Subsequently, contrasting
metaphors of the maze (Simon's view) and of the mind (neural nets) have dominated the artificial

intelligence debate. There is also awarm account of his successful marriage and of an unconsummated love
affair, letters to his children, columns, a short story, and political and personal intrigue in academe.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Simon observes himself as an object for scientific inquiry in this refreshingly innovative autobiography.
Principal architect of the field of artificial intelligence, this polymath has applied the metaphor of a decision-
making maze to human cognition, management science, economics and politics--winning a Nobel Prizein
1978. Instead of adry, rationalist exercise, this traipse through the branching paths of his personal labyrinth
turns out to be a quirky, soul-baring self-analysis. In early chapters on hisintrospective Milwaukee
childhood, he refersto himself in the third person as "the boy." Heis equally objective in discussing his
1930s flirtation with poalitical radicalism, his half-century-long marriage and the politics of scientific
infighting. Thisisadisarming self-portrait by a gifted writer who believes that the real self isanillusion and
that one's life need not have a unifying thread. Photos.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Simon is a veritable Renaissance man: considered the father of artificial intelligence, he also contributed to
the theory of organizational behavior and was the first social scientist to be admitted to the National
Academy of Science. In this extensive and entertaining autobiography, he writes smoothly and provocatively
on arange of topics from his early youth to hisyears at UC Berkeley, Illinois, and, finaly Carnegie Mellon.
Heis surprisingly candid in discussing how he "prepared” for his Nobel prizein economics, and his
descriptions of political and personal in-fighting in academe document an aspect often not shown. Simon has
participated in some of the most wide-ranging intellectual developments of this century, and his
autobiography surely will interest many readers.

- Hilary D. Burton, Lawrence Livermore National Lab., Livermore, Cal.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"As much as any one person, Herbert A. Simon has shaped the intellectual agenda of the human and social
sciences in the second half of the 20th century ... For many readers, Mr. Simon's view of human endeavor,
of love and of work, will seem emblematic not of the pre-Freudian rationalism-that-was but a new, sleeker,
rationalism-to-be--a rationalism purged of utopian excess, committed to empirical studies, and wedded to the
most modern technology."--Sherry Turkle, "New Y ork Times Book Review"

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Elizabeth Pipkin:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one together with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Models of My Life (MIT Press) iskind of
reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.



Shirley Williams:

Models of My Life (MIT Press) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Models of My Life (MIT Press) nevertheless
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of
crucia imagining.

Anthony Davidson:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Models of My Life (MIT Press) was filled regarding science. Spend your
extratime to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Richard Starkes:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
asto make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
rea their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. Aswe know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Models of My Life (MIT Press) can make you experience
more interested to read.
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