
Celluloid Indians: Native Americans and Film

By Neva Jacquelyn Kilpatrick

Celluloid Indians: Native Americans and Film By Neva Jacquelyn Kilpatrick

Native American characters have been the most malleable of metaphors for
filmmakers. The likeable Doc of Stagecoach (1939) had audiences on the edge of
their seats with dire warnings about “that old butcher, Geronimo.” Old
Lodgeskins of Little Big Man (1970) had viewers crying out against the demise
of the noble, wise chief and his kind and simple people. In 1995 Disney created a
beautiful, peace-loving ecologist and called her Pocahontas. Only occasionally
have Native Americans been portrayed as complex, modern characters in films
like Smoke Signals.
 
Celluloid Indians is an accessible, insightful overview of Native American
representation in film over the past century. Beginning with the birth of the
movie industry, Jacquelyn Kilpatrick carefully traces changes in the cinematic
depictions of Native peoples and identifies cultural and historical reasons for
those changes. In the late twentieth century, Native Americans have been
increasingly involved with writing and directing movies about themselves, and
Kilpatrick places appropriate emphasis on the impact that Native American
screenwriters and filmmakers have had on the industry. Celluloid Indians
concludes with a valuable, in-depth look at influential and innovative Native
Americans in today’s film industry.
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Native American characters have been the most malleable of metaphors for filmmakers. The likeable Doc of
Stagecoach (1939) had audiences on the edge of their seats with dire warnings about “that old butcher,
Geronimo.” Old Lodgeskins of Little Big Man (1970) had viewers crying out against the demise of the noble,
wise chief and his kind and simple people. In 1995 Disney created a beautiful, peace-loving ecologist and
called her Pocahontas. Only occasionally have Native Americans been portrayed as complex, modern
characters in films like Smoke Signals.
 
Celluloid Indians is an accessible, insightful overview of Native American representation in film over the
past century. Beginning with the birth of the movie industry, Jacquelyn Kilpatrick carefully traces changes in
the cinematic depictions of Native peoples and identifies cultural and historical reasons for those changes. In
the late twentieth century, Native Americans have been increasingly involved with writing and directing
movies about themselves, and Kilpatrick places appropriate emphasis on the impact that Native American
screenwriters and filmmakers have had on the industry. Celluloid Indians concludes with a valuable, in-
depth look at influential and innovative Native Americans in today’s film industry.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a seminal study of how Native Americans have been portrayed in film since the start of the film
industry in this country. . . . This is much more than a book for film buffs; it's about how stereotypes of
Native Americans were created. As the book treats the evolution of film images of Native Americans, the
reader may begin to appreciate it as a history of how white people have dealt with Native Americans,
including how they have created popular stereotypes of them. . . . An elegantly thoughtful book."—Kliatt
(Kliatt)

"Any filmmaker seeking to present images draped in honesty should read this book. It is an absolute
must."—E. Donald Two-Rivers, author of Survivor's Medicine
(E. Donald Two-Rivers)

From the Back Cover
Native American characters have been the most malleable of metaphors for filmmakers. The likeable Doc of
Stagecoach (1939) had audiences on the edge of their seats with dire warnings about "that old butcher,
Geronimo". Old Lodgeskins of Little Big Man (1970) had viewers crying out against the demise of the
noble, wise chief and his kind and simple people. In 1995 Disney created a beautiful, peace-loving ecologist
and called her Pocahontas. Only occasionally have Native Americans been portrayed as complex, modern
characters, in films like Smoke Signals.

Celluloid Indians is an accessible, insightful overview of Native American representation in film over the
past century. Beginning with the birth of the movie industry, Jacquelyn Kilpatrick carefully traces changes in
the cinematic depictions of Native peoples and identifies cultural and historical reasons for those changes. In
the late twentieth century, Native Americans have been increasingly involved with writing and directing
movies about themselves, and Kilpatrick places appropriate emphasis on the impact that Native American
screenwriters and filmmakers have had on the industry. Celluloid Indians concludes with a valuable, in-depth
look at influential and innovative Native Americans in today's film industry.

About the Author

Jacquelyn Kilpatrick, of Choctaw, Cherokee, and Irish descent, is a professor of English at Governor’s State
University in University Park, Illinois. Her articles have appeared in Creative Screenwriting and Cineaste.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terrance Allen:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and important the book Celluloid Indians: Native Americans and Film.
All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social



media.

Kathy Graves:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Celluloid Indians: Native Americans and Film.

Eula Johnson:

Beside this particular Celluloid Indians: Native Americans and Film in your phone, it might give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Celluloid Indians: Native Americans and Film because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as
well as read it from at this point!

Kathy Norvell:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book Celluloid Indians: Native Americans and Film we can have more advantage. Don't you
to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Celluloid Indians: Native
Americans and Film. You can more pleasing than now.
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