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The first work of nonfiction by Stacey D'Erasmo, author of the New York
Times Notable Books Tea and The Sky Below

"What is the nature of intimacy, of what happens in the space between us? And
how do we, as writers, catch or reflect it on the page?" Stacey D'Erasmo's
insightful and illuminating study examines the craft and the contradictions of
creating relationships not only between two lovers but also between friends,
family members, acquaintances, and enemies in fiction. She argues for a more
honest, more complex portrait of the true nature of the connections and missed
connections among characters and, fascinatingly, between the writer and the
reader. D'Erasmo takes us deep into the structure and grammar of these
intimacies as they have been portrayed by such writers as Joan Didion, Toni
Morrison, D. H. Lawrence, Virginia Woolf, and William Maxwell, and also by
visual artists and filmmakers. She asks whether writing about intimacy is like
staring straight into the sun, but it is her own brilliance that dazzles in the
piercing and original book, The Art of Intimacy.
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"What is the nature of intimacy, of what happens in the space between us? And how do we, as writers, catch
or reflect it on the page?" Stacey D'Erasmo's insightful and illuminating study examines the craft and the
contradictions of creating relationships not only between two lovers but also between friends, family
members, acquaintances, and enemies in fiction. She argues for a more honest, more complex portrait of the
true nature of the connections and missed connections among characters and, fascinatingly, between the
writer and the reader. D'Erasmo takes us deep into the structure and grammar of these intimacies as they
have been portrayed by such writers as Joan Didion, Toni Morrison, D. H. Lawrence, Virginia Woolf, and
William Maxwell, and also by visual artists and filmmakers. She asks whether writing about intimacy is like
staring straight into the sun, but it is her own brilliance that dazzles in the piercing and original book, The Art
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Editorial Review

Review

“D'Erasmo manages to teach, model, and argue many essential truths about intimacy within the slim volume,
making The Art of Intimacy a perfect go-to resource for any writer, teacher, or thoughtful reader who wants
line-level references to apt 20th- and 21st- century literature that represent intimacy in its kaleidoscopic
diversity.” ?Los Angeles Review of Books

“D'Erasmo digs deep into the nuances of literature in order to find the hidden glue that links lovers, family,
friends and enemies to each other and to the reader. . . . Readers and writers will gain a deeper appreciation
for the lyric need for that which is left unsaid, like the pause in a piece of music which defines the notes
around it.” ?Shelf Awareness

“A profound meditation on the relationships between fictional characters, the possibility and meaning of
intimacy in fiction, and most vitally, an exploration by a master writer of how authors create relationships
between readers and their stories. . . . An invaluable text for the writing classroom. . . . Buy this
indispensable book.” ?The Rumpus

“Provides powerful insight . . . as D'Erasmo proved throughout, intimacy is often the result of what isn't said,
of what needn't be said, of a closeness the readers feel but don't see.” ?Los Angeles Review

“The word intimacy evokes images of love, but the book also delves into the darker side of the subject:
obsession. . . . D'Erasmo provides a lucid and provocative examination of the ill-defined concept of
intimacy.” ?Publishers Weekly

About the Author

Stacey D'Erasmo is the author of The Sky Below, a New York Times Notable Book and a Los Angeles Times
Favorite Book of the Year; A Seahorse Year; and Tea, a New York Times Notable Book. She teaches at
Columbia University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Casas:

Here thing why this kind of The Art of Intimacy: The Space Between are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. The Art of Intimacy: The Space Between giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The
Art of Intimacy: The Space Between. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Art of Intimacy: The Space Between in e-
book can be your alternate.



Jamie Hernandez:

The event that you get from The Art of Intimacy: The Space Between will be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but The Art of Intimacy: The Space Between giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this specific The Art of Intimacy: The Space Between
instantly.

Geraldine Moreno:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be The Art of Intimacy: The Space Between why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Margaret Padua:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known
as of book The Art of Intimacy: The Space Between. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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