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The combined training and experience of the authors of this classic in the varied
activities of painting conservation, cultural research, chemistry, physics, and
paint technology ideally suited them to the task they attempted. Their book,
written when they were both affiliated with the Department of Conservation at
Harvard's Fogg Art Museum, is not a handbook of instruction. It is, instead, an
encyclopedic collection of specialized data on every aspect of painting and
painting research.
The book is divided into five sections: Mediums, Adhesives, and Film
Substances (amber, beeswax, casein, cellulose, nitrate, dragon's blood, egg
tempera, paraffin, lacquer, gum Arabic, Strasbourg turpentine, water glass, etc.);
Pigments and Inert Materials (over 100 entries from alizarin to zinnober green);
Solvents, Diluents, and Detergents (acetone, ammonia, carbon tetrachloride,
soap, water, etc.); Supports (academy board, dozens of different woods, esparto
grass, gesso, glass, leather, plaster, silk, vellum, etc.); and Tools and Equipment.
Coverage within each section is exhaustive. Thirteen pages are devoted to items
related to linseed oil; eleven to the history and physical and chemical properties
of pigments; two to artificial ultramarine blue; eleven to wood; and so on with
hundreds of entries. Much of the information — physical behavior, earliest
known use, chemical composition, history of synthesis, refractive index, etc. —
is difficult to find elsewhere. The rest was drawn from such a wide range of
fields and from such a long span of time that the book was immediately hailed as
the best organized, most accessible work of its kind.
That reputation hasn't changed. The author's new preface lists some recent
discoveries regarding pigments and other materials and the pigment composition
chart has been revised, but the text remains essentially unchanged. It is still
invaluable not only for museum curators and conservators for whom it was
designed, but for painters themselves and for teachers and students as well.
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The combined training and experience of the authors of this classic in the varied activities of painting
conservation, cultural research, chemistry, physics, and paint technology ideally suited them to the task they
attempted. Their book, written when they were both affiliated with the Department of Conservation at
Harvard's Fogg Art Museum, is not a handbook of instruction. It is, instead, an encyclopedic collection of
specialized data on every aspect of painting and painting research.
The book is divided into five sections: Mediums, Adhesives, and Film Substances (amber, beeswax, casein,
cellulose, nitrate, dragon's blood, egg tempera, paraffin, lacquer, gum Arabic, Strasbourg turpentine, water
glass, etc.); Pigments and Inert Materials (over 100 entries from alizarin to zinnober green); Solvents,
Diluents, and Detergents (acetone, ammonia, carbon tetrachloride, soap, water, etc.); Supports (academy
board, dozens of different woods, esparto grass, gesso, glass, leather, plaster, silk, vellum, etc.); and Tools
and Equipment.
Coverage within each section is exhaustive. Thirteen pages are devoted to items related to linseed oil; eleven
to the history and physical and chemical properties of pigments; two to artificial ultramarine blue; eleven to
wood; and so on with hundreds of entries. Much of the information — physical behavior, earliest known use,
chemical composition, history of synthesis, refractive index, etc. — is difficult to find elsewhere. The rest
was drawn from such a wide range of fields and from such a long span of time that the book was
immediately hailed as the best organized, most accessible work of its kind.
That reputation hasn't changed. The author's new preface lists some recent discoveries regarding pigments
and other materials and the pigment composition chart has been revised, but the text remains essentially
unchanged. It is still invaluable not only for museum curators and conservators for whom it was designed,
but for painters themselves and for teachers and students as well.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

The combined training and experience of the authors of this classic in the varied activities of painting
conservation, cultural research, chemistry, physics, and paint technology ideally suited them to the task they
attempted. Their book, written when they were both affiliated with the Department of Conservation at
Harvard's Fogg Art Museum, is not a handbook of instruction. It is, instead, an encyclopedic collection of
specialized data on every aspect of painting and painting research.
The book is divided into five sections: Mediums, Adhesives, and Film Substances (amber, beeswax, casein,
cellulose, nitrate, dragon's blood, egg tempera, paraffin, lacquer, gum Arabic, Strasbourg turpentine, water
glass, etc.); Pigments and Inert Materials (over 100 entries from alizarin to zinnober green); Solvents,
Diluents, and Detergents (acetone, ammonia, carbon tetrachloride, soap, water, etc.); Supports (academy
board, dozens of different woods, esparto grass, gesso, glass, leather, plaster, silk, vellum, etc.); and Tools
and Equipment.
Coverage within each section is exhaustive. Thirteen pages are devoted to items related to linseed oil; eleven
to the history and physical and chemical properties of pigments; two to artificial ultramarine blue; eleven to
wood; and so on with hundreds of entries. Much of the information—physical behavior, earliest known use,
chemical composition, history of synthesis, refractive index, etc.—is difficult to find elsewhere. The rest was
drawn from such a wide range of fields and from such a long span of time that the book was immediately
hailed as the best organized, most accessible work of its kind.
That reputation hasn't changed. The author's new preface lists some recent discoveries regarding pigments
and other materials and the pigment composition chart has been revised, but the text remains essentially
unchanged. It is still invaluable not only for museum curators and conservators for whom it was designed,
but for painters themselves and for teachers and students as well.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hubert Ray:

This Painting Materials: A Short Encyclopedia (Dover Art Instruction) book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Painting Materials: A Short Encyclopedia (Dover Art Instruction) without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly
be worry Painting Materials: A Short Encyclopedia (Dover Art Instruction) can bring if you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Painting Materials: A Short Encyclopedia (Dover Art Instruction) having good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.



Jean Proffitt:

Painting Materials: A Short Encyclopedia (Dover Art Instruction) can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Painting Materials: A Short
Encyclopedia (Dover Art Instruction) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Mathew Holstein:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Painting Materials: A Short Encyclopedia
(Dover Art Instruction) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Painting Materials: A Short
Encyclopedia (Dover Art Instruction) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one
e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

Brenda Villa:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Painting Materials: A Short
Encyclopedia (Dover Art Instruction) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.
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