
Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams: The Poetry of
Laxmiprasad Devkota

By Laxmiprasad Devkota

Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams: The Poetry of Laxmiprasad Devkota By
Laxmiprasad Devkota

Although the tradition of serious literature in Nepal extends back several
centuries, most of Nepal's major literary works have been written since World
War I. This comparatively young literature reached full maturity in the work of
Laxmiprasad Devkota (1909-1959), who wrote in all the principal genres of
prose and verse, treating contemporary issues, themes from Sanskrit epic and
drama, and subjects from Greek mythology including Prometheus and Circe.

At the time of his death, Devkota left behind an immense body of work, much of
it unpublished, some of it lost, and some apparently plagiarized by other poets.
Untangling many of the ambiguities surrounding the composition of Devkota's
poetry, Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams presents an extended essay on the poet's
life and career, along with translations of 45 poems ranging from short lyrics to
lengthy philosophical and satiric works. David Rubin has drawn upon published
works currently in print, privately published works , and poems existing solely in
the pages of elusive Nepali literary journals to present the first collection in
English of Devkota's complex, vigorous poetry.

Among the poems translated in Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams are "Pilgrim,"
which satirizes conventional religious ideas; "Memory," a reflection of Devkota's
early fascination with Wordsworth; "Crazy," which recalls the poet's four-month
stay at a sanitarium recovering from severe mental depression; and "To A Dark
Cloudy Night," where Devkota writes: "Great sleep / descending to earth on
unmoving feet / shutting in the earth / light's negation from the underworld /
before the horror of you / living souls must close their eyes / and swoon away."

_______

The David Rubin Collection seeks to assemble the fiction, non-fiction,
translations and poetry of the late American novelist and scholar David Rubin.
While best known for his translations of Indian writers Premchand and Nirala,
David was also a master storyteller. His 1963 novel, The Greater Darkness, won
the British Authors’ Club award for that year’s best first novel. He remained a
prolific writer until his death in 2008. His works are archived at the Howard
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Gotlieb Archival Research Center at Boston University. For more information
please visit davidrubinsindia.com.
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maturity in the work of Laxmiprasad Devkota (1909-1959), who wrote in all the principal genres of prose
and verse, treating contemporary issues, themes from Sanskrit epic and drama, and subjects from Greek
mythology including Prometheus and Circe.

At the time of his death, Devkota left behind an immense body of work, much of it unpublished, some of it
lost, and some apparently plagiarized by other poets. Untangling many of the ambiguities surrounding the
composition of Devkota's poetry, Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams presents an extended essay on the poet's
life and career, along with translations of 45 poems ranging from short lyrics to lengthy philosophical and
satiric works. David Rubin has drawn upon published works currently in print, privately published works ,
and poems existing solely in the pages of elusive Nepali literary journals to present the first collection in
English of Devkota's complex, vigorous poetry.

Among the poems translated in Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams are "Pilgrim," which satirizes conventional
religious ideas; "Memory," a reflection of Devkota's early fascination with Wordsworth; "Crazy," which
recalls the poet's four-month stay at a sanitarium recovering from severe mental depression; and "To A Dark
Cloudy Night," where Devkota writes: "Great sleep / descending to earth on unmoving feet / shutting in the
earth / light's negation from the underworld / before the horror of you / living souls must close their eyes /
and swoon away."

_______

The David Rubin Collection seeks to assemble the fiction, non-fiction, translations and poetry of the late
American novelist and scholar David Rubin. While best known for his translations of Indian writers
Premchand and Nirala, David was also a master storyteller. His 1963 novel, The Greater Darkness, won the
British Authors’ Club award for that year’s best first novel. He remained a prolific writer until his death in
2008. His works are archived at the Howard Gotlieb Archival Research Center at Boston University. For
more information please visit davidrubinsindia.com.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Hook:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams: The Poetry of Laxmiprasad Devkota. Try
to face the book Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams: The Poetry of Laxmiprasad Devkota as your good friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Darla Kemp:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams: The Poetry of Laxmiprasad Devkota
provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Angela Souther:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams:
The Poetry of Laxmiprasad Devkota which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Terry Hollis:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in



the top collection in your reading list will be Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams: The Poetry of Laxmiprasad
Devkota. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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