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Intellectuals and Race is a radical book in the original sense of one that goes to
the root of the problem. The role of intellectuals in racial strife is explored in an
international context that puts the American experience in a wholly new light.

The views of individual intellectuals have spanned the spectrum, but the views of
intellectuals as a whole have tended to cluster. Indeed, these views have clustered
at one end of the spectrum in the early twentieth century and then clustered at the
opposite end of the spectrum in the late twentieth century. Moreover, these
radically different views of race in these two eras were held by intellectuals
whose views on other issues were very similar in both eras.

Intellectuals and Race is not, however, a book about history, even though it has
much historical evidence, as well as demographic, geographic, economic and
statistical evidence-- all of it directed toward testing the underlying assumptions
about race that have prevailed at times among intellectuals in general, and
especially intellectuals at the highest levels. Nor is this simply a theoretical
exercise. The impact of intellectuals' ideas and crusades on the larger society,
both past and present, is the ultimate concern. These ideas and crusades have
ranged widely from racial theories of intelligence to eugenics to "social justice"
and multiculturalism.

In addition to in-depth examinations of these and other issues, Intellectuals and
Race explores the incentives, the visions and the rationales that drive intellectuals
at the highest levels to conclusions that have often turned out to be
counterproductive and even disastrous, not only for particular racial or ethnic
groups, but for societies as a whole.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Lamenting the tendency toward one-dimensional analysis of race status in the U.S., Sowell explores the
various perspectives that intellectuals have brought to race on how racial groups have affected and been
effected by the sociopolitics of their era. He analyzes the early twentieth-century notions of genetic
determination, or biology as destiny, which evolved into the eugenics movement and the foundation of
Nazism, and he juxtaposes this with the late twentieth-century intellectual assessment of discrimination as
the dominant cause of race status. Sowell digs beneath the intellectual arguments to offer more nuanced and
complex consideration of attitudes on race and racism. For example, he notes that white project dwellers in
Britain “act out” in ways similar to those of black American ghetto dwellers and that, at the turn of the
twentieth century, black northerners were not segregated until the arrival of southern black migrants, whom
they criticized nearly as much as whites did. Through myriad other observations, Sowell analyzes the
significance of class in perspectives on race and considers how intellectuals themselves are driven to their
positions. --Vernon Ford

Review

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review
“Sowell brings an all-too-rare perspective to whatever he writes about — that of a conservative black
intellectual, especially valuable for this book's topic.”

New American
“After reading Dr. Thomas Sowell's latest book, Intellectuals and Race, one cannot emerge with much
respect for the reasoning powers of intellectuals, particularly academics, on matters of race. There's so much
faulty logic and downright dishonesty.”

Mona Charen, Creator's Syndicate
“I plunged into Thomas Sowell's latest book, Intellectuals and Race, immediately upon its arrival, but soon
realized that I needed to slow down. Many writers express a few ideas with a great cataract of words. Sowell
is the opposite. Every sentence contains at least one insight or fascinating statistic — frequently more than
one.”

About the Author

Thomas Sowell is the Rose and Milton Friedman Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution, and has taught
economics at Cornell, UCLA, Amherst, and other academic institutions. He is the author of Intellectuals and
Society, Dismantling America, Economic Facts and Fallacies, and the classic Basic Economics, which has
been translated into six languages. Sowell has published in both academic journals and in such popular
media as the Wall Street Journal, Forbes magazine, and Fortune, and he writes a syndicated column that
appears in newspapers across the country. He lives in Stanford, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Blair Kennedy:

The book Intellectuals and Race can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave a good thing like a book Intellectuals and Race? A number of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Intellectuals and Race has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Holeman:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Intellectuals and Race book is readable simply by you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving Intellectuals and Race
content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Intellectuals and Race is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Celina Ziolkowski:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a guide. The
book Intellectuals and Race it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Elisa Dumont:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Intellectuals and Race. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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