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Zora Neale Hurston is a controversial figure, equally praised and criticized for
her representation of African-Americans; while some critics emphasize her
ebullience and celebration of Black culture, others call her fiction stereotypical
and essentialist. Observing the workings of the recurrent humor in her works
helps explode this critical binary opposition. Specifically, the carnivalesque and
the heteroglossia often subvert essentialist notions of (Black) identity.

Jonah's Gourd Vine's protagonist, the preacher-womanizer John Pearson, can be
seen as an African rather than an African-American trickster figure, i.e. as a
mobile character whose liminality helps him fight essentialist definitions
imposed on him by both the white establishment and his own community. Janie's
romantic search for self-fulfillment in Their Eyes Were Watching God is
undermined by the humor and the carnival, which emphasize her shifting and
multiply defined identity. Finally, the African-Americanized story of Moses and
the Hebrews shows the conflicts involved in their search for a unified national
and cultural identity. In these three novels, Hurston appears as a subversive
presence whose manipulation of humor underscores a complex political vision.
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Zora Neale Hurston is a controversial figure, equally praised and criticized for her representation of African-
Americans; while some critics emphasize her ebullience and celebration of Black culture, others call her
fiction stereotypical and essentialist. Observing the workings of the recurrent humor in her works helps
explode this critical binary opposition. Specifically, the carnivalesque and the heteroglossia often subvert
essentialist notions of (Black) identity.

Jonah's Gourd Vine's protagonist, the preacher-womanizer John Pearson, can be seen as an African rather
than an African-American trickster figure, i.e. as a mobile character whose liminality helps him fight
essentialist definitions imposed on him by both the white establishment and his own community. Janie's
romantic search for self-fulfillment in Their Eyes Were Watching God is undermined by the humor and the
carnival, which emphasize her shifting and multiply defined identity. Finally, the African-Americanized
story of Moses and the Hebrews shows the conflicts involved in their search for a unified national and
cultural identity. In these three novels, Hurston appears as a subversive presence whose manipulation of
humor underscores a complex political vision.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Meisenhelder reads Hurston front to back—letters, reviews, canonical and lesser known novels alike.
Ferreting out double and crooked meanings, the author plots Hurston's complex relationship to readers,
publishers, patrons, gender, and race."
—Susan Willis, Duke University

"An important contribution to African American studies."
—CHOICE

About the Author

Susan Meisenhelder is Professor of English at California State University-San Bernardino.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Malcolm Khan:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Hitting A Straight Lick with a
Crooked Stick: Race and Gender in the Work of Zora Neale Hurston book as basic and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Brittany Belliveau:

Typically the book Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race and Gender in the Work of Zora
Neale Hurston will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you.
The book Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race and Gender in the Work of Zora Neale Hurston
is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier
to read the book.

Timothy Payne:

The actual book Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race and Gender in the Work of Zora Neale
Hurston has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was



authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

James Valenzuela:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race
and Gender in the Work of Zora Neale Hurston to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race
and Gender in the Work of Zora Neale Hurston can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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