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By applying their abundant natural resources to ironmaking early in the
eighteenth century, Americans soon made themselves felt in world markets. After
the Revolution, ironmakers supplied the materials necessary to the building of
American industry, pushing the fuel efficiency and productivity of their furnaces
far ahead of their European rivals.

In American Iron, 1607-1900, Robert B. Gordon draws on recent archaeological
findings as well as archival research to present an ambitious, comprehensive
survey of iron technology in America from the colonial period to the industry's
demise at about the turn of the twentieth century. Closely examining the
techniques--the "hows"--of ironmaking in its various forms, Gordon offers new
interpretations of labor, innovation, and product quality in ironmaking, along
with references to the industry's environmental consequences. He establishes the
high level of skills required to ensure efficient and safe operation of furnaces and
to improve the quality of iron product. By mastering founding, fining, puddling,
or bloom smelting, ironworkers gained a degree of control over their lives not
easily attained by others.
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By applying their abundant natural resources to ironmaking early in the eighteenth century, Americans soon
made themselves felt in world markets. After the Revolution, ironmakers supplied the materials necessary to
the building of American industry, pushing the fuel efficiency and productivity of their furnaces far ahead of
their European rivals.

In American Iron, 1607-1900, Robert B. Gordon draws on recent archaeological findings as well as archival
research to present an ambitious, comprehensive survey of iron technology in America from the colonial
period to the industry's demise at about the turn of the twentieth century. Closely examining the techniques--
the "hows"--of ironmaking in its various forms, Gordon offers new interpretations of labor, innovation, and
product quality in ironmaking, along with references to the industry's environmental consequences. He
establishes the high level of skills required to ensure efficient and safe operation of furnaces and to improve
the quality of iron product. By mastering founding, fining, puddling, or bloom smelting, ironworkers gained
a degree of control over their lives not easily attained by others.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The best available history of the technology of American iron." -- Business History

"This long-needed book is the best one-volume work extant on how ferrous metals were manufactured
before the industrial revolution swept across the United States in the late 19th century... The value of this
informing study is enhanced by the quality of the maps, scale drawings and pictures." -- American Scientist

"A fascinating history of the iron industry... Gordon's strong interests in historic metallurgy and industrial
archaeology provide a unique perspective that makes this a valuable addition to the literature." -- Michigan
Historical Review

From the Publisher
"This long-needed book is the best one-volume work extant on how ferrous metals were manufactured
before the industrial revolution swept across the United States in the late 19th century . . . The value of this
informing study is enhanced by the quality of the maps, scale drawings and pictures."—American Scientist

"A fascinating history of the iron industry . . . Gordon's strong interests in historic metallurgy and industrial
archaeology provide a unique perspective that makes this a valuable addition to the literature."—Michigan
Historical Review

About the Author

Robert B. Gordon is a professor of geophysics and applied mechanics at Yale University. His books include
The Texture of Industry, Toward a New Iron Age?, and A Landscape Transformed.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Davis:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take American Iron, 1607-1900 (Johns Hopkins Studies in



the History of Technology) as the daily resource information.

Darius Cramer:

Typically the book American Iron, 1607-1900 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
published by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Karen McCarthy:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is definitely American Iron, 1607-1900 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology).

Harry Duffey:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of information. Even you love American Iron, 1607-1900 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the
History of Technology), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its named reading friends.
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