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Engage students with a rich curriculum that strengthens their capacity as
learners and thinkers!

Every learner is somewhere on a path toward expertise in a content area. This
resource promotes a model for developing high-quality curriculum that moves
learners along the continuum toward expertise and provides sample units and
rubrics to help implement differentiated curriculum. Teachers can use four
curriculum parallels that incorporate Ascending Intellectual Demand to: 

Determine current student performance levels ●

Appropriately challenge all students in each subject area●

Extend the abilities of students who perform at advanced levels ●

Provide learning activities that elevate analytical, critical, and creative thinking●
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for the First Edition:

“This thought-provoking, creative, and inspiring book contains chapters by recognized leaders in the field.
The authors offer guidelines needed for developing and implementing effective, valuable curriculum for all
classrooms.”

(New Horizons for Learning 2008-07-14)

"As a principal and instructional leader, I have learned far more about effective instruction and powerful
unit and lesson design from the Parallel Curriculum Model than anything else. PCM helps teachers not only
strengthen their knowledge and pedagogy, but also rediscover a passion for their discipline based on their
deeper, more connected understanding. Our students think critically and deeply at a level I have never
before witnessed." (Tony Poole, Principal 2008-07-17)

"What makes this book unique is its insistence on the development of conceptual understanding of content
and its focus on the abilities, interests, and learning preferences of each student. The Parallel Curriculum
Model provides a path for educators to move from novice to expert." (H. Lynn Erickson, Educational
Consultant 2008-07-24)

"Offers a sophisticated yet doable model for curriculum planning. The approach honors the integrity of the
disciplines while remaining responsive to the diversity of learners that teachers encounter. This
book provides a practical pathway for connecting the content and the kids." (Jay McTighe, Educational
Consultant 2008-07-25)

About the Author
Carol Ann Tomlinson‘s career as an educator includes 21 years as a public school teacher. She taught in
high school, preschool, and middle school, and worked with heterogeneous classes as well as special classes
for students identified as gifted and students with learning difficulties. Her public school career also included
12 years as a program administrator of special services for advanced and struggling learners. She was
Virginia’s Teacher of the Year in 1974. She is professor of educational leadership, foundations, and policy at
the University of Virginia’s Curry School of Education; a researcher for the National Research Center on the
Gifted and Talented; a codirector of the University of Virginia’s Summer Institute on Academic Diversity;
and president of the National Association for Gifted Children. Special interests throughout her career have
included curriculum and instruction for advanced learners and struggling learners, effective instruction in
heterogeneous settings, and bridging the fields of general education and gifted education. She is author of
over 100 articles, book chapters, books, and other professional development materials, including How to
Differentiate Instruction in Mixed-Ability Classrooms, The Differentiated Classroom: Responding to the
Needs of All Learners, Leadership for Differentiated Schools and Classrooms, the facilitator’s guide for the
video staff development sets called Differentiating Instruction, and At Work in the Differentiated Classroom,
as well as a professional inquiry kit on differentiation. She works throughout the United States and abroad
with teachers whose goal is to develop more responsive heterogeneous classrooms.



Sandra N. Kaplan has been a teacher and administrator of gifted programs in an urban school district in
California. Currently, she is clinical professor in learning and instruction at the University of Southern
California’s Rossier School of Education. She has authored articles and books on the nature and scope of
differentiated curriculum for gifted students. Her primary area of concern is modifying the core and
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California Association for the Gifted (CAG) and the National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC). She
has been nationally recognized for her contributions to gifted education.

Joseph S. Renzulli is professor of educational psychology at the University of Connecticut, where he also
serves as director of the National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented. His research has focused on
the identification and development of creativity and giftedness in young people and on organizational models
and curricular strategies for total school improvement. A focus of his work has been on applying the
strategies of gifted education to the improvement of learning for all students. He is a fellow in the American
Psychological Association and was a consultant to the White House Task Force on Education of the Gifted
and Talented. He was recently designated a Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor at the University of
Connecticut. Although he has obtained more than $20 million in research grants, he lists as his proudest
professional accomplishments the UConn Mentor Connection program for gifted young students and the
summer Confratute program at UConn, which began in 1978 and has served thousands of teachers and
administrators from around the world.

Jeanne H. Purcell is the consultant to the Connecticut State Department of Education for gifted and talented
education. She is also director of UConn Mentor Connection, a nationally recognized summer mentorship
program for talented teenagers that is part of the NEAG Center for Talent Development at the University of
Connecticut. Prior to her work at the State Department of Connecticut, she was an administrator for Rocky
Hill Public Schools (CT); a program specialist with the National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented,
where she worked collaboratively with other researchers on national issues related to high-achieving young
people; an instructor of Teaching the Talented, a graduate-level program in gifted education; and a staff
developer to school districts across the country and Canada. She has been an English teacher, community
service coordinator, and teacher of the gifted, K-12, for 18 years in Connecticut school districts and has
published many articles that have appeared in Educational Leadership, Gifted Child Quarterly, Roeper
Review, Educational and Psychological Measurement, National Association of Secondary School Principals’
Bulletin, Our Children: The National PTA Magazine, Parenting for High Potential, and Journal for the
Education of the Gifted. She is active in the National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) and serves on
the Awards Committee and the Curriculum Committee of NAGC, for which she is the co-chair for the
annual Curriculum Awards Competition.

Jann Leppien served as a gifted and talented coordinator in Montana prior to attending the University of
Connecticut, where she earned her doctorate in gifted education and worked as a research assistant at the
National Research Center for the Gifted and Talented. She has been a teacher for 24 years, spending 14 of
those years working as a classroom teacher, enrichment specialist, and coordinator of the Schoolwide
Enrichment Model in Montana. She is past president of the Montana Association for Gifted and Talented
Education. Currently, she is an associate professor in the School of Education at the University of Great Falls
in Montana. Leppien teaches graduate and undergraduate courses in gifted education, educational research,
curriculum and assessment, creativity, and methods courses in math, science, and social studies. Her research
interests include teacher collaboration, curriculum design, underachievement, and planning instruction for
advanced learners. Leppien works as a consultant to teachers in the field of gifted education and as a national
trainer for the Talents Unlimited Program. She is coauthor of The Multiple Menu Model: A Parallel Guide
for Developing Differentiated Curriculum. She is active in the National Association for Gifted Children
(NAGC), serving as a board member and newsletter editor of the Curriculum Division, and a board member



of the Association for the Education of Gifted Underachieving Students.
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K-8 school in Michigan. She has worked as a K-8 classroom teacher, as a middle school language arts spe-
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University of Connecticut’s NEAG School of Education as a program director, an assistant professor, a
research scientist, associate professor in residence, and most recently in Cheshire as curriculum coordinator
for the district. She is an active member of the National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) and has
been a board member for the past five years. She is a member of the Curriculum Division and is co-chair of
the annual Curriculum Awards Competition. Burns earned her bachelor’s degree in elementary education
from Michigan State University in 1973. She pursued her graduate studies at Western Michigan University
in clinical reading instruction and received her MEd from Ashland College in 1978 in remedial reading,
administration, and supervision. She pursued additional graduate studies at Ohio State University involving
administration, special education, and gifted education and received her PhD in educational psychology and
gifted education from the University of Connecticut in 1987.

Cindy A. Strickland has been a teacher for twenty-five years and has worked with students of all ages, from
kindergarten to master’s degree. A member of the ASCD Differentiation Faculty Cadre, Cindy works closely
with Carol Ann Tomlinson and has coauthored several books and articles with her. In the past eight years,
Cindy’s consulting work has taken her to forty-six states, five provinces, and three continents where she has
provided workshops on topics relating to differentiation, the Parallel Curriculum Model (PCM), and gifted
education.
Cindy’s publications include Staff Development Guide for the Parallel Curriculum; The Parallel Curriculum
Model, 2nd edition; The Parallel Curriculum Model in the Classroom: Applications Across the Content
Areas; and In Search of the Dream: Designing Schools and Classrooms That Work for High Potential
Students from Diverse Cultural Backgrounds.

Publications in differentiation include Professional Development for Differentiated Instruction: An ASCD
Toolkit, Exploring Differentiated Instruction, Tools for High-Quality Differentiated Instruction: An ASCD
Toolkit, the ASCD online course Success with Differentiation, the book Differentiation in Practice: A
Resource Guide for Differentiating Curriculum, Grades 9–12, and a unit in the book Differentiation in
Practice: A Resource Guide for Differentiating Curriculum, Grades 5–9.

Marcia B. Imbeau is an associate professor at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, where she teaches
graduate courses in gifted education and elementary education. She is actively involved with
university/public school partnerships and teaches in a local elementary school as a university liaison. Her
professional experience includes serving as a field researcher for the National Research Center on the Gifted
and Talented, elementary teaching in the regular classroom, teaching in programs for the gifted, and
coordinating university-based and Saturday programs for advanced learners.

Imbeau has been a board member for the National Association for Gifted Children and has served as a
governor at-large for the Council for Exceptional Children – The Association for the Gifted Division. She is
a past president of Arkansans for Gifted and Talented Education, a state organization that supports
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Working with special education colleagues, she has coauthored How to Use Differentiated Instruction With
Students with Disabilities in the General Education Classroom as a service publication for the Council for
Exceptional Children. Her most recent publication may be found in Designing Services and Programs for
High-Ability Learners.

Imbeau is a member of the ASCD’s Differentiated Instruction Cadre, which provides support and training to
schools interested in improving their efforts to meet the academically diverse learning needs of their
students.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alonzo Stark:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want
really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The
Parallel Curriculum: A Design to Develop Learner Potential and Challenge Advanced Learners is kind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Charles Siegrist:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Parallel Curriculum: A Design to Develop Learner Potential and Challenge Advanced Learners, you are
able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a guide.

Cheryl Burnett:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Parallel Curriculum: A Design to
Develop Learner Potential and Challenge Advanced Learners, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.



Lena Robertson:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book The Parallel Curriculum: A Design to Develop Learner Potential and Challenge Advanced
Learners we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must
prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life with that book The Parallel Curriculum: A Design to Develop Learner Potential and
Challenge Advanced Learners. You can more appealing than now.
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