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The Caribbean Identity

George Lamming (born 8 June 1927) is a Barbadian novelist, essayist and poet
and an important figure in Caribbean literature. In 1951 he became a broadcaster
for the BBC Colonial Service. His 1960 collection of essays, The Pleasures of
Exile, is apioneering work that attempts to define the place of the West Indianin
the post-colonia world, re-interpreting Shakespeare's The Tempest and the
characters of Prospero and Caliban in terms of personal identity and the history
of the Caribbean. This non-fiction is a postcolonialist, postrealist and
postnationalist counter-discourse because it gives us George Lamming’s glimpse
of the complex issues of identity contained within the Caribbean island-states
that were largely shaped by European colonia practice from the late-fifteenth
century up to the late twentieth century. My research questions in this book
are—"How are the nations of the Caribbean and/or the West Indies originated?
How are they represented by canonical discourses and how is their identity
constructed? What about its impact throughout different times and spaces? Is it
possible to deconstruct and reconstruct their identity through counter-
discourse?’—with a view to exploring George Lamming’s endeavour in The
Pleasures of Exile to answer these questions with fact and fiction. The uprooting
of the natives and importation of African dlavesto toil in sugar plantations, the
introduction of Indian and Chinese indentured labourers to replace African slaves
after the abolition of dlavery, as well as the presence of European colonisers led
to the creation of hybrid Caribbean communities of immigrants or exiled people,
all with broken cultures and history. | would like to establish that as the canonical
discourses like The Tempest, the then media BBC etc. construct the Caribbean’s
mythologized identities negatively with biased perspectives for their colonial
‘civilizing mission’, Lamming has tried to deconstruct or decentralize their
canonical position counter-discursively to reconstruct his national identity. | have
also focused on the problems of the Caribbean hyphenated identities that imply
double heredity. So, the region seems to be a no man's land where people lack an
autonomous and homogenous identity. At the end of my research, | have tried to
establish that—Dby reviewing colonia history, dismantling the textual
unconscious of The Tempest as a poststructuralist critic and rejecting the
stereotype identities created by other legitimizing Western discourses,
Lamming’s The Pleasures of Exile functions as a counter-discursive signifier of
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the post-colonial Caribbean’s metamorphosisinto some cross-cultural identities,
identities that are experienced between the Caribbean and the West.
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George Lamming (born 8 June 1927) is a Barbadian novelist, essayist and poet and an important figurein
Caribbean literature. In 1951 he became a broadcaster for the BBC Colonia Service. His 1960 collection of
essays, The Pleasures of Exile, is a pioneering work that attempts to define the place of the West Indian in
the post-colonia world, re-interpreting Shakespeare's The Tempest and the characters of Prospero and
Caliban in terms of personal identity and the history of the Caribbean. This non-fiction is a postcolonialist,
postrealist and postnationalist counter-discourse because it gives us George Lamming’s glimpse of the
complex issues of identity contained within the Caribbean island-states that were largely shaped by European
colonial practice from the late-fifteenth century up to the late twentieth century. My research questionsin
this book are—*How are the nations of the Caribbean and/or the West Indies originated? How are they
represented by canonical discourses and how istheir identity constructed? What about its impact throughout
different times and spaces? Is it possible to deconstruct and reconstruct their identity through counter-
discourse?’—with aview to exploring George Lamming’ s endeavour in The Pleasures of Exile to answer
these questions with fact and fiction. The uprooting of the natives and importation of African slavesto tail in
sugar plantations, the introduction of Indian and Chinese indentured labourers to replace African slaves after
the abolition of slavery, as well as the presence of European colonisers |ed to the creation of hybrid
Caribbean communities of immigrants or exiled people, al with broken cultures and history. | would liketo
establish that as the canonical discourses like The Tempest, the then media BBC etc. construct the
Caribbean’ s mythol ogized identities negatively with biased perspectives for their colonial ‘civilizing
mission’, Lamming has tried to deconstruct or decentralize their canonical position counter-discursively to
reconstruct his national identity. | have also focused on the problems of the Caribbean hyphenated identities
that imply double heredity. So, the region seemsto be a no man's land where people lack an autonomous and
homogenous identity. At the end of my research, | have tried to establish that—by reviewing colonia
history, dismantling the textual unconscious of The Tempest as a poststructuralist critic and rejecting the
stereotype identities created by other legitimizing Western discourses, Lamming’s The Pleasures of Exile
functions as a counter-discursive signifier of the post-colonial Caribbean’s metamorphosisinto some cross-
cultural identities, identities that are experienced between the Caribbean and the West.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Clark:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and natice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a
whileisreading. Y ep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Postcolonial
Criticism of Lamming's The Pleasures of Exile: The Caribbean Identity book as beginning and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Marilyn Leonard:

This book untitled Postcolonial Criticism of Lamming's The Pleasures of Exile: The Caribbean Identity to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit uponit. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it
through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
publication from your list.

Felecia Holst:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is Postcolonial Criticism of Lamming's The Pleasures of Exile: The Caribbean
Identity. Thisbook that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Genia Vanderford:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
aswell asto make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important in your case.



Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Postcolonial Criticism of Lamming's The Pleasures of Exile: The
Caribbean Identity can make you feel more interested to read.
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