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This book examines the role of music in British-South Asian postcolonial
literature, asking how music relates to the construction of postcolonial identity. It
focuses on novels that explore the postcolonial condition in India, Pakistan, and
the United Kingdom: Vikram Seth's A Suitable Boy, Amit Chaudhuri's Afternoon
Raag, Suhayl Saadi's Psychoraag, Hanif Kureishi's The Buddha of Suburbia and
The Black Album, and Salman Rushdie's The Ground Beneath Her Feet, with
reference to other texts, such as E.M. Forster's A Passage to India and Vikram
Seth's An Equal Music. The analyzed novels feature different kinds of music,
from Indian classical to non-classical traditions, and from Western classical
music to pop music and rock 'n' roll. Music is depicted as a cultural artifact and
as a purely aestheticized art form at the same time. As a cultural artifact, music
derives meaning from its socio-cultural context of production and serves as a
frame of reference to explore postcolonial identities on their own terms. As
purely aesthetic art, music escapes its contextual meaning. The transgressive
qualities of music render it capable of expressing identities irrespective of origin
and politics of location. Thereby, music in the novels marks a very productive
space to imagine the postcolonial nation and to rewrite imperial history, to
express the cultural hybridity of characters in-between nations, to analyze the
state of the nation and life in the multicultural diaspora of contemporary Great
Britain, and to explore the ramifications of cultural globalization versus cultural
imperialism. It will be a useful research and teaching tool for those interested in
postcolonial literature, music studies, cultural studies, contemporary literature
and South-Asian literature.
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This book examines the role of music in British-South Asian postcolonial literature, asking how music
relates to the construction of postcolonial identity. It focuses on novels that explore the postcolonial
condition in India, Pakistan, and the United Kingdom: Vikram Seth's A Suitable Boy, Amit Chaudhuri's
Afternoon Raag, Suhayl Saadi's Psychoraag, Hanif Kureishi's The Buddha of Suburbia and The Black
Album, and Salman Rushdie's The Ground Beneath Her Feet, with reference to other texts, such as E.M.
Forster's A Passage to India and Vikram Seth's An Equal Music. The analyzed novels feature different kinds
of music, from Indian classical to non-classical traditions, and from Western classical music to pop music
and rock 'n' roll. Music is depicted as a cultural artifact and as a purely aestheticized art form at the same
time. As a cultural artifact, music derives meaning from its socio-cultural context of production and serves as
a frame of reference to explore postcolonial identities on their own terms. As purely aesthetic art, music
escapes its contextual meaning. The transgressive qualities of music render it capable of expressing identities
irrespective of origin and politics of location. Thereby, music in the novels marks a very productive space to
imagine the postcolonial nation and to rewrite imperial history, to express the cultural hybridity of characters
in-between nations, to analyze the state of the nation and life in the multicultural diaspora of contemporary
Great Britain, and to explore the ramifications of cultural globalization versus cultural imperialism. It will be
a useful research and teaching tool for those interested in postcolonial literature, music studies, cultural
studies, contemporary literature and South-Asian literature.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Christin Hoene is Assistant Lecturer of English Literature at Humboldt University Berlin, Germany and the
University of Potsdam, Germany.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Hall:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for us. The book Music and Identity in Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature
(Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) was making you to know about other knowledge and
of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Music and Identity in
Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) is not
only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Music and
Identity in Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on
Literature). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Charles Valentine:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that Music and Identity in
Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) book as
nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Steven Peterson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Music and
Identity in Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on
Literature) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.



Cesar Benedetto:

You can find this Music and Identity in Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature (Routledge
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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