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Jennifer A. Nielsen, author of the NYT and USA TODAY bestselling
Ascendance Trilogy, has woven an electrifying tale of greed and power, magic
and destiny, and one boy's courage at the heart of it all.

When Nic, a slave in the mines outside of Rome, is forced to enter a sealed
cavern containing the lost treasures of Julius Caesar, he finds much more than
gold and gemstones: He discovers an ancient bulla, an amulet that belonged to
the great Caesar and is filled with a magic once reserved for the Gods -- magic
some Romans would kill for.

Now, with the deadly power of the bulla pulsing through his veins, Nic is
determined to become free. But instead, he finds himself at the center of a
ruthless conspiracy to overthrow the emperor and spark the Praetor War, a battle
to destroy Rome from within. Traitors and spies lurk at every turn, each more
desperate than the next to use Nic's newfound powers for their own dark
purposes.

In a quest to stop the rebellion, save Rome, and secure his own freedom, Nic
must harness the magic within himself and defeat the empire's most powerful and
savage leaders.
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electrifying tale of greed and power, magic and destiny, and one boy's courage at the heart of it all.

When Nic, a slave in the mines outside of Rome, is forced to enter a sealed cavern containing the lost
treasures of Julius Caesar, he finds much more than gold and gemstones: He discovers an ancient bulla, an
amulet that belonged to the great Caesar and is filled with a magic once reserved for the Gods -- magic some
Romans would kill for.

Now, with the deadly power of the bulla pulsing through his veins, Nic is determined to become free. But
instead, he finds himself at the center of a ruthless conspiracy to overthrow the emperor and spark the Praetor
War, a battle to destroy Rome from within. Traitors and spies lurk at every turn, each more desperate than
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 6–9—A fantastical alternate history set in ancient Rome. Nicolas Calva and his sister are slaves in the
mines outside of Rome. When Nic is forced to retrieve treasure from Julius Caesar's cave, he assumes he is
going to his death. But inside the cave he finds a bulla, a magical amulet thought to have given Caesar great
power, and takes it for himself. Suddenly, Nic is the most wanted fugitive in Rome. The emperor and a
powerful general are after the amulet and they will kill Nic to get it. His only help is Aurelia, a plebian girl
who is searching for her own family. With no one to trust and nowhere to hide, the protagonist must decide
how he is going to save his sister and get out with his life. He doesn't want the bulla or the responsibility of
the magic it contains, but if the magical object gets into the wrong hands, Rome will be at war and Nic will
be at the center of it all. Fans of Nielsen's "Ascendance" trilogy (Scholastic) will be clamoring for this new
series. This genre mash-up of history, fantasy, and action/adventure is fast-paced and explores themes such
as class struggles, familial ties, and the immorality of slavery. Readers will have lots to digest as they quickly
flip through the pages to see how Nic will escape his enemies to become a free man.—Kimberly Garnick
Giarratano, Rockaway Township Public Library, NJ

Review

Praise for the Ascendance Trilogy

A NEW YORK TIMES Notable Children's Book
A PUBLISHERS WEEKLY Best Book of the Year
A Chicago Public Library "Best of the Best" Children's Book
A Cybils Award Winner

"A page-turner." --THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW
"Sage proves to be a compelling character whose sharp mind and shrewd self-possession will make readers
eager to follow him into a sequel." --WALL STREET JOURNAL
"A swashbuckling origin story . . . chock-full of alluring details for adventure-loving boys." --LOS
ANGELES TIMES
"An impressive, promising story." --PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, starred review
"A fast-paced and thrilling read with twists and turns that never let up." --SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL
"Gripping." --KIRKUS
"Should appeal to fans of . . . Suzanne Collins. . . . A sure-fire mix of adventure, mystery, and suspense." --
THE HORN BOOK

About the Author

Jennifer A. Nielsen is the acclaimed author of the NEW YORK TIMES and USA TODAY bestselling
Ascendance Trilogy: THE FALSE PRINCE, THE RUNAWAY KING, and THE SHADOW THRONE. She
has also written The Underworld Chronicles, a humorous middle-grade fantasy series. Jennifer lives in
northern Utah with her husband, their three children, and a perpetually muddy dog.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Wayne Santiago:

The book Mark of the Thief (Mark of the Thief #1) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Mark of the Thief (Mark of the
Thief #1)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Mark of the Thief (Mark of the
Thief #1) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Sharon Wilson:

This Mark of the Thief (Mark of the Thief #1) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Mark of the Thief (Mark of the Thief #1)
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer.
So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Frank Botelho:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This guide Mark of the Thief (Mark of the Thief #1) was filled with regards to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Gilbert Pellerin:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Mark of the Thief (Mark of the Thief #1) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and
examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the guide
Mark of the Thief (Mark of the Thief #1) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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