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Over the course of the 20th century, there have been three primary narratives of
American national identity: the melting pot, Anglo-Protestantism, and cultural
pluralism/multi-culturalism. This book offers a social and historical perspective
on what shaped each of these imaginings, when each came to the fore, and which
appear especially relevant early in the 21st century.  These issues are addressed
by looking at the United States and elite notions of the meaning of America
across the 20th century, centering on the work of Horace Kallen, Nathan Glazer
and Daniel Patrick Moynihan, and Samuel P. Huntington. Four structural areas
are examined in each period: the economy, involvement in foreign affairs, social
movements, and immigration. What emerges is a narrative arc whereby
immigration plays a clear and crucial role in shaping cultural stories of national
identity as written by elite scholars. These stories are represented in writings
throughout all three periods, and in such work we see the intellectual
development and specification of the dominant narratives, along with challenges
to each. Important conclusions include a keen reminder that identities are often
formed along borders both external and internal, that structure and culture
operate dialectically, and that national identity is hardly a monolithic, static
formation.
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Over the course of the 20th century, there have been three primary narratives of American national identity:
the melting pot, Anglo-Protestantism, and cultural pluralism/multi-culturalism. This book offers a social and
historical perspective on what shaped each of these imaginings, when each came to the fore, and which
appear especially relevant early in the 21st century.  These issues are addressed by looking at the United
States and elite notions of the meaning of America across the 20th century, centering on the work of Horace
Kallen, Nathan Glazer and Daniel Patrick Moynihan, and Samuel P. Huntington. Four structural areas are
examined in each period: the economy, involvement in foreign affairs, social movements, and immigration.
What emerges is a narrative arc whereby immigration plays a clear and crucial role in shaping cultural stories
of national identity as written by elite scholars. These stories are represented in writings throughout all three
periods, and in such work we see the intellectual development and specification of the dominant narratives,
along with challenges to each. Important conclusions include a keen reminder that identities are often formed
along borders both external and internal, that structure and culture operate dialectically, and that national
identity is hardly a monolithic, static formation.
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About the Author

Shannon Latkin Anderson is Assistant Professor of Sociology at Roanoke College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

In other case, little people like to read book Immigration, Assimilation, and the Cultural Construction of
American National Identity (Routledge Research in Race and Ethnicity). You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Immigration,
Assimilation, and the Cultural Construction of American National Identity (Routledge Research in Race and
Ethnicity). You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could
open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Martin McDaniel:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do this. It
said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de
infancia until university need that Immigration, Assimilation, and the Cultural Construction of American
National Identity (Routledge Research in Race and Ethnicity) to read.

Irene Forrest:

This Immigration, Assimilation, and the Cultural Construction of American National Identity (Routledge
Research in Race and Ethnicity) tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Immigration, Assimilation, and the Cultural Construction of American
National Identity (Routledge Research in Race and Ethnicity) can be among the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that possibly will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Immigration, Assimilation, and the Cultural
Construction of American National Identity (Routledge Research in Race and Ethnicity) forcing you to have



an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Amy Nichols:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Immigration, Assimilation, and the Cultural
Construction of American National Identity (Routledge Research in Race and Ethnicity).
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