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As cultural conflicts roil the world, the idea of a “clash of civilizations” has lately
taken hold, with commentators from both East and West weighing the religious
and
political disparities that affect global unity. For all its present currency and
urgency, the idea is nothing new.  In various contexts V. S. Soloviev
(1853–1900), the most distinguished representative of nineteenth-century
Russian religious philosophy, anticipated our current global dilemma by more
than a hundred years. These essays, presented together for the first time in
English, consider from a number of perspectives how a future clash of cultures
between East and West threatens human progress toward the harmonic unity that,
for Soloviev, represented the ultimate human telos.
         The six essays comprising this book span Soloviev’s publishing career,
beginning with “The Mythological Process in Ancient Paganism,” written at the
age of twenty, and ending with “Muhammad, His Life and Religious Teaching,”
which appeared four years before Soloviev’s death at forty-seven.  Throughout,
Soloviev grapples with commonalities and differences apparent in the moral
frameworks of civilizations since antiquity; and in religious and cultural
practices, from Europe through the Middle East to Asia.   His probing of the
sources of religious morality and political authority in human history
reinvigorated Russian intellectual interest in the East/West question in his time—
and still resonates powerfully in our own.
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As cultural conflicts roil the world, the idea of a “clash of civilizations” has lately taken hold, with
commentators from both East and West weighing the religious and
political disparities that affect global unity. For all its present currency and urgency, the idea is nothing new. 
In various contexts V. S. Soloviev (1853–1900), the most distinguished representative of nineteenth-century
Russian religious philosophy, anticipated our current global dilemma by more than a hundred years. These
essays, presented together for the first time in English, consider from a number of perspectives how a future
clash of cultures between East and West threatens human progress toward the harmonic unity that, for
Soloviev, represented the ultimate human telos.
         The six essays comprising this book span Soloviev’s publishing career, beginning with “The
Mythological Process in Ancient Paganism,” written at the age of twenty, and ending with “Muhammad, His
Life and Religious Teaching,” which appeared four years before Soloviev’s death at forty-seven. 
Throughout, Soloviev grapples with commonalities and differences apparent in the moral frameworks of
civilizations since antiquity; and in religious and cultural practices, from Europe through the Middle East to
Asia.   His probing of the sources of religious morality and political authority in human history reinvigorated
Russian intellectual interest in the East/West question in his time—
and still resonates powerfully in our own.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Vladimir Wozniuk is a professor of political science and the director of international studies at Western New
England College. He is the editor and translator of The Heart of Reality: Essays on Beauty, Love, and Ethics
by V. S. Soloviev (Notre Dame, 2003) and Politics, Law, and Morality: Essays by V. S. Soloviev (Yale, 2000).
He is also the editor of Understanding Soviet Foreign Policy: Readings and Documents (McGraw-Hill,
1990). 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Billy Simpson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Enemies from the East?: V. S. Soloviev on Paganism, Asian
Civilizations, and Islam (Studies in Russian Literature and Theory (Hardcover)) ended up being making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The book Enemies from the East?: V. S. Soloviev on Paganism, Asian Civilizations, and Islam (Studies in
Russian Literature and Theory (Hardcover)) is not only giving you more new information but also being
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book Enemies from the East?: V. S. Soloviev on Paganism, Asian Civilizations, and
Islam (Studies in Russian Literature and Theory (Hardcover)). You never truly feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Jennifer Phinney:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Enemies from the East?: V. S. Soloviev on Paganism, Asian Civilizations, and
Islam (Studies in Russian Literature and Theory (Hardcover)) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Alice Smith:

The book untitled Enemies from the East?: V. S. Soloviev on Paganism, Asian Civilizations, and Islam



(Studies in Russian Literature and Theory (Hardcover)) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new
period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone,
or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Terry Palladino:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Enemies from the East?: V. S. Soloviev on Paganism, Asian Civilizations, and
Islam (Studies in Russian Literature and Theory (Hardcover)) was filled in relation to science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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