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Examines the implications and meanings of the makeover and aesthetic surgery
industry in American popular culture.

Feminist theorists have often argued that aesthetic surgeries and body makeovers
dehumanize and disempower women patients, whose efforts at self-improvement
lead to their objectification. Amending the Abject Body proposes that although
objectification is an important element in this phenomenon, the explosive growth
of "makeover culture" can be understood as a process of both abjection (ridding
ourselves of the unwanted) and identification (joining the community of what
Julia Kristeva calls "clean and proper bodies"). Drawing from the advertisement
and advocacy of body makeovers on television, in aesthetic surgery trade books,
and in the print and Web-based marketing of face lifts, tummy tucks, and Botox
injections, Deborah Caslav Covino articulates the relationship among
objectification, abjection, and identification, and offers a fuller understanding of
contemporary beauty-desire.

"Looking at cosmetic surgery and, more generally, aesthetic transformations of
the body through the lens of abjection is a novel approach that yields an
interesting and profound understanding of the beauty culture. Covino skillfully
and successfully applies this perspective to a wide variety of phenomena within
medicine and popular culture. She uncovers our culture's deep-seated fears of the
abject body and presents a wonderful vision of a culture where we might live
with—or develop partnership with—abjection. This is an important contribution
to cultural studies on the body and body modification." — Kathy Davis, author of
Reshaping the Female Body: The Dilemma of Cosmetic Surgery
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Examines the implications and meanings of the makeover and aesthetic surgery industry in American
popular culture.

Feminist theorists have often argued that aesthetic surgeries and body makeovers dehumanize and
disempower women patients, whose efforts at self-improvement lead to their objectification. Amending the
Abject Body proposes that although objectification is an important element in this phenomenon, the explosive
growth of "makeover culture" can be understood as a process of both abjection (ridding ourselves of the
unwanted) and identification (joining the community of what Julia Kristeva calls "clean and proper bodies").
Drawing from the advertisement and advocacy of body makeovers on television, in aesthetic surgery trade
books, and in the print and Web-based marketing of face lifts, tummy tucks, and Botox injections, Deborah
Caslav Covino articulates the relationship among objectification, abjection, and identification, and offers a
fuller understanding of contemporary beauty-desire.

"Looking at cosmetic surgery and, more generally, aesthetic transformations of the body through the lens of
abjection is a novel approach that yields an interesting and profound understanding of the beauty culture.
Covino skillfully and successfully applies this perspective to a wide variety of phenomena within medicine
and popular culture. She uncovers our culture's deep-seated fears of the abject body and presents a wonderful
vision of a culture where we might live with—or develop partnership with—abjection. This is an important
contribution to cultural studies on the body and body modification." — Kathy Davis, author of Reshaping the
Female Body: The Dilemma of Cosmetic Surgery
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Editorial Review

Review
"Looking at cosmetic surgery and, more generally, aesthetic transformations of the body through the lens of
abjection is a novel approach that yields an interesting and profound understanding of the beauty culture.
Covino skillfully and successfully applies this perspective to a wide variety of phenomena within medicine
and popular culture. She uncovers our culture's deep-seated fears of the abject body and presents a wonderful
vision of a culture where we might live with--or develop partnership with--abjection. This is an important
contribution to cultural studies on the body and body modification."

About the Author
Deborah Caslav Covino is Associate Professor of English at California State University Stanislaus.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheila Gallagher:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Amending the Abject Body: Aesthetic Makeovers in
Medicine and Culture (SUNY series in Feminist Criticism and Theory) why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Austin Barnes:

The book untitled Amending the Abject Body: Aesthetic Makeovers in Medicine and Culture (SUNY series
in Feminist Criticism and Theory) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device,
so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

David Wysocki:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Amending the Abject Body: Aesthetic Makeovers
in Medicine and Culture (SUNY series in Feminist Criticism and Theory) was bright colored and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Amending the Abject Body: Aesthetic Makeovers in Medicine



and Culture (SUNY series in Feminist Criticism and Theory) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

Maria McGhee:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Amending the Abject Body: Aesthetic Makeovers in Medicine and Culture (SUNY series in Feminist
Criticism and Theory). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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