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Travel, Collecting, and Museums of Asian Art in Nineteenth-Century Paris
examines a history of contact between modern Europe and East Asia through
three collectors: Henri Cernuschi, Emile Guimet, and Edmond de Goncourt.
Drawing on a wealth of material including European travelogues of the East and
Asian reports of the West, Ting Chang explores the politics of mobility and
cross-cultural encounter in the nineteenth century. This book takes a new
approach to museum studies and institutional critique by highlighting what is
missing from the existing scholarship -- the foreign labors, social relations, and
somatic experiences of travel that are constitutive of museums yet left out of their
histories. The author explores how global trade and monetary theory shaped
Cernuschi's collection of archaic Chinese bronze. Exchange systems, both
material and immaterial, determined Guimet's museum of religious objects and
Goncourt's private collection of Asian art. Bronze, porcelain, and prints
articulated the shifting relations and frameworks of understanding between
France, Japan, and China in a time of profound transformation. Travel,
Collecting, and Museums of Asian Art in Nineteenth-Century Paris thus looks at
what Asian art was imagined to do for Europe. This book will be of interest to
scholars and students interested in art history, travel imagery, museum studies,
cross-cultural encounters, and modern transnational histories.
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between modern Europe and East Asia through three collectors: Henri Cernuschi, Emile Guimet, and
Edmond de Goncourt. Drawing on a wealth of material including European travelogues of the East and
Asian reports of the West, Ting Chang explores the politics of mobility and cross-cultural encounter in the
nineteenth century. This book takes a new approach to museum studies and institutional critique by
highlighting what is missing from the existing scholarship -- the foreign labors, social relations, and somatic
experiences of travel that are constitutive of museums yet left out of their histories. The author explores how
global trade and monetary theory shaped Cernuschi's collection of archaic Chinese bronze. Exchange
systems, both material and immaterial, determined Guimet's museum of religious objects and Goncourt's
private collection of Asian art. Bronze, porcelain, and prints articulated the shifting relations and frameworks
of understanding between France, Japan, and China in a time of profound transformation. Travel, Collecting,
and Museums of Asian Art in Nineteenth-Century Paris thus looks at what Asian art was imagined to do for
Europe. This book will be of interest to scholars and students interested in art history, travel imagery,
museum studies, cross-cultural encounters, and modern transnational histories.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Chang is at her most compelling in unravelling the master narratives in the field with her interpretation of
Goncourt's collection... a welcome addition to the scholarship on Asian art collecting.' Journal of the History
of Collections 'This book offers fresh and provocative analytical frames for the study of the formation of
nineteenth-century Euro-American collections of Asian art through an examination of the activities of three
French collectors.'
H-France

'... clearly written and persuasively argued ... makes an original contribution to this emerging area of art
history by concentrating on the material aspects of works of art and to the literature of colonial encounters,
stressing neglected areas such as the complexity of economic and social relations in these human encounters.'
Journal of Art Historiography

'Ting Chang's erudite and intriguing study of travel and Asian art collections in nineteenth-century Paris
offers a challenging re-examination of collections and objects ... The richness of references and critical
frameworks offers a nuanced discussion of preconceptions and presents new conclusions about the
relationships between East and West and the complex structures at play in intercultural exchange and
interpretation.'
Nineteenth-Century French Studies

'By focusing on collecting as a form of cross-cultural encounter, and attending to the specific experiences of
her collectors as they assembled and displayed their treasures, she has produced an illuminating study
spiralling outwards in unexpected directions.' --French Studies

About the Author
Ting Chang teaches art history at the University of Nottingham. She has published in The Art Bulletin,
Oxford Art Journal, Les Cahiers Edmond et Jules de Goncourt, and many other volumes.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Williams:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Travel, Collecting, and Museums of Asian Art in
Nineteenth-Century Paris (The Histories of Material Culture and Collecting, 1700-1950) will make you to
end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?



John Pace:

This Travel, Collecting, and Museums of Asian Art in Nineteenth-Century Paris (The Histories of Material
Culture and Collecting, 1700-1950) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Travel, Collecting, and Museums of Asian Art in Nineteenth-Century Paris (The Histories of
Material Culture and Collecting, 1700-1950) without we know teach the one who looking at it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Travel, Collecting, and Museums of Asian Art in
Nineteenth-Century Paris (The Histories of Material Culture and Collecting, 1700-1950) can bring once you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Travel, Collecting, and Museums of Asian Art in Nineteenth-Century Paris (The
Histories of Material Culture and Collecting, 1700-1950) having good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Marie Slaughter:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Travel, Collecting, and Museums of Asian Art in
Nineteenth-Century Paris (The Histories of Material Culture and Collecting, 1700-1950) can be the answer,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

John Martin:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Travel, Collecting, and Museums of Asian Art in
Nineteenth-Century Paris (The Histories of Material Culture and Collecting, 1700-1950) to make your
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially.
It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Travel,
Collecting, and Museums of Asian Art in Nineteenth-Century Paris (The Histories of Material Culture and
Collecting, 1700-1950) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of the time.
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