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The extraordinary memoir of an orphan who danced her way from war-torn
Sierra Leoneto ballet stardom, most recently appearing in Beyonce's
Lemonade and asa principal in amajor American dance company.

"Michaelaisnothing short of a miracle, born to be a ballerina. For every
young brown, yellow, and pur ple dancer, sheisan inspiration!” —Misty
Copeland, wor Id-renowned ballet dancer

Michaela DePrince was known as girl Number 27 at the orphanage, where she
was abandoned at ayoung age and tormented as a “devil child” for askin
condition that makes her skin appear spotted. But it was at the orphanage that
Michaelawould find a picture of a beautiful ballerina en pointe that would help
change the course of her life.

At the age of four, Michaela was adopted by an American family, who
encouraged her love of dancing and enrolled her in classes. She went on to study
at the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School at the American Ballet Theatreand is
now the youngest principal dancer with the Dance Theatre of Harlem. She has
appeared in the ballet documentary First Position, as well as on Dancing with the
Sars, Good Morning America, and Nightline.

In this engaging, moving, and unforgettable memoir, Michaela shares her
dramatic journey from an orphan in West Africato becoming one of ballet’s
most exciting rising stars.

“A story of great courage that all women—young and old—should read.” —Tina

Brown

From the Hardcover edition.
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The extraordinary memoir of an or phan who danced her way from war-torn Sierra Leone to ballet
stardom, most recently appearing in Beyonce' s Lemonade and asa principal in a major American
dance company.

"Michaelaisnothing short of a miracle, born to be a ballerina. For every young brown, yellow, and
purple dancer, sheisan inspiration!” —Misty Copeland, world-renowned ballet dancer

Michaela DePrince was known as girl Number 27 at the orphanage, where she was abandoned at a young age
and tormented as a “devil child” for a skin condition that makes her skin appear spotted. But it was at the
orphanage that Michaelawould find a picture of a beautiful ballerina en pointe that would help change the
course of her life.

At the age of four, Michaelawas adopted by an American family, who encouraged her love of dancing and
enrolled her in classes. She went on to study at the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School at the American
Ballet Theatre and is now the youngest principa dancer with the Dance Theatre of Harlem. She has appeared
in the ballet documentary First Position, as well as on Dancing with the Stars, Good Morning America, and
Nightline.

In this engaging, moving, and unforgettable memoir, Michaela shares her dramatic journey from an orphan
in West Africato becoming one of ballet’s most exciting rising stars.

“A story of great courage that all women—young and old—should read.” —Tina Brown

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Gr 6 Up—In this moving memoir, DePrince, who in 1995 was born in war-torn Sierra Leone but went on to
become an acclaimed professional ballerina, tells her story. Her struggles started early: it was discovered that
she had vitiligo, amedical condition that resultsin blotchy, irregular patches of skin, and her biological
parents both died when she was only three. DePrince was sold to an orphanage, where she was starved and
abused and where she witnessed the brutal murder of her pregnant teacher, amemory that would forever
haunt her. After the orphanage was bombed, DePrince and the other orphans fled to arefugee camp. When
she was four years old, she and her best friend, Mia, were adopted by the same family and taken to live in the
United States. Just before leaving, DePrince found a magazine photograph of a ballerina, and her dream of
becoming a dancer was born. Her supportive family did everything they could to help her attain her goal, but
the girl still encountered challenges, including prejudice from those who believed African American dancers
to be less suited for the craft ("'Black girls just shouldn't be dancing ballet. They're too athletic. They should
leave the classical ballet to white girls."™). However, she persevered and succeeded, becoming the youngest
principal dancer for the Dance Theatre of Harlem and joining the Dutch National Ballet. Though thetext is
accessible and engaging, there are events that are glossed over or not fully fleshed out, such as details of her
adopted sister's medical problems. Overall, though, DePrince is an inspiring narrator, wise beyond her years.
An uplifting story about overcoming the odds.—Stephanie Farnlacher, Trace Crossings Elementary School,
Hoover, AL

Review
"Thereis plenty of ballet detail for dance loversto revel in, and the authors achieve a believable, distinctive
teenage voice with a nice touch of lyrical description.” ---Publishers Weekly Starred Review

About the Author
Elaine DePrince is coauthor, with her daughter Michaela, of several books, including Ballerina Dreams and
Hopein aBallet Shoe.

Michaela DePrince is a Sierra Leonean American ballet dancer. She has appeared in the ballet documentary
First Position, as well as on Dancing with the Stars, Good Morning America, and Nightline.

Allyson Johnson began her entertainment career in her hometown of Chicago as an Emmy Award-winning
child news anchor. A graduate of Brown University, she isaworking actress, singer, and audiobook narrator
in the New Y ork City metropolitan area.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dwight Case:

The book Taking Flight: From War Orphan to Star Ballerina give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Taking Flight:
From War Orphan to Star Ballerinato get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your



capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like open
and read areserve Taking Flight: From War Orphan to Star Ballerina. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So, how do you think about this reserve?

ChrisMcCrege

Here thing why this particular Taking Flight: From War Orphan to Star Ballerina are different and reliable to
be yours. First of al reading through a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. Taking Flight: From War Orphan to Star Ballerina giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Taking
Flight: From War Orphan to Star Ballerina. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your persona eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficultiesin bringing the printed book maybe the form of Taking Flight: From War Orphan to Star
Ballerinain e-book can be your choice.

Beverly Rosa:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Taking
Hight: From War Orphan to Star Ballerinais kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Victor Dinh:

This Taking Flight: From War Orphan to Star Ballerinaiis great guide for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Taking
Flight: From War Orphan to Star Ballerinain your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, detailsinitis
not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this
e-book aready do that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
this?
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