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In Jordan's prize-winning debut, prejudice takes many forms, both subtle and
brutal. It is 1946, and city-bred Laura McAllan istrying to raise her children on
her husband's Mississippi Deltafarm - a place she finds foreign and frightening.
In the midst of the family's struggles, two young men return from the war to
work the land. Jamie McAllan, Laura's brother-in-law, is everything her husband
isnot - charming, handsome, and haunted by his memories of combat. Ronsel
Jackson, eldest son of the black sharecroppers who live on the McAllan farm, has
come home with the shine of awar hero. But no matter his bravery in defense of
his country, heis still considered less than a man in the Jim Crow South. It isthe
unlikely friendship of these brothers-in-arms that drives this powerful novel to its
inexorable conclusion. The men and women of each family relate their versions
of events and we are drawn into their lives as they become players in atragedy
on the grandest scale. As Kingsolver says of Hillary Jordan, "Her characters
walked straight out of 1940s Mississippi and into the part of my brain where
sympathy and anger and love reside, leaving my heart racing. They are with me
still."
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In Jordan's prize-winning debut, prejudice takes many forms, both subtle and brutal. 1t is 1946, and city-bred
LauraMcAllanistrying to raise her children on her husband's Mississippi Deltafarm - a place she finds
foreign and frightening. In the midst of the family's struggles, two young men return from the war to work
the land. Jamie McAllan, Lauras brother-in-law, is everything her husband is not - charming, handsome, and
haunted by his memories of combat. Ronsel Jackson, eldest son of the black sharecroppers who live on the
McAllan farm, has come home with the shine of awar hero. But no matter his bravery in defense of his
country, heis still considered less than a man in the Jim Crow South. It isthe unlikely friendship of these
brothers-in-arms that drives this powerful novel to its inexorable conclusion. The men and women of each
family relate their versions of events and we are drawn into their lives as they become playersin atragedy on
the grandest scale. As Kingsolver says of Hillary Jordan, "Her characters walked straight out of 1940s
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Jordan won the 2006 Bellwether Prize for Mudbound, her first novel. The prize was founded by Barbara
Kingsolver to reward books of conscience, social responsibility, and literary merit. In addition to meeting al
of the above qualifications, Jordan has written a story filled with characters as real and compelling as anyone
we know.

Itis 1946 in the Mississippi Delta, where Memphis-bred Laura McAllan is struggling to adjust to farm life,
rear her daughters with a modicum of manners and gentility, and be the wife her land-loving husband,
Henry, wants her to be. It is an uphill battle every day. Things started badly when Henry's trusting nature
resulted in the family being done out of a nice house in town, thus relegating them to a shack on their
property. In addition, Henry's father, Pappy, a sour, mean-spirited devil of a man, moves in with them.

Thereal heart of the story, however, is the friendship between Jamie, Henry's too-charming brother, and
Ronsel Jackson, son of sharecroppers who live on the McAllan farm. They have both returned from the war
changed men: Jamie has devel oped a deep love for alcohol and has recurring nightmares; Ronsel, after
fighting valiantly for his country and being seen as a man by the world outside the South, is now back to
being just another black "boy."

Told in alternating chapters by Laura, Henry, Jamie, Ronsel, and his parents, Florence and Hap, the story
unfolds with a chilling inevitability. Jordan's writing and perfect control of the material lift it from being
another "ain't-it-awful” tale to a heart-rending story of deep, mindless prejudice and cruelty. This eminently
readable and enjoyable story is aworthy recipient of Kingsolver's prize and others as well. --Valerie Ryan

From Publishers Weekly

Jordan's beautiful debut (winner of the 2006 Bellwether Prize for literature of social responsibility) carries
echoes of As| Lay Dying, complete with shiftsin narrative voice, a body needing burial, flood and more. In
1946, Laura McAllan, a college-educated Memphis schoolteacher, becomes a reluctant farmer's wife when
her husband, Henry, buys afarm on the Mississippi Delta, afarm she aptly nicknames Mudbound. Laura has
difficulty adjusting to life without electricity, indoor plumbing, readily accessible medical care for her two
children and, worst of al, life with her live-in misogynous, racist, father-in-law. Her days become easier
after Florence, the wife of Hap Jackson, one of their black tenants, becomes more important to Laura as
companion than as hired help. Catastrophe is inevitable when two young WWII veterans, Henry's brother,
Jamie, and the Jacksons' son, Ronsdl, arrive, both battling nightmares from horrors they've seen, and both
unable to bow to Mississippi rules after eye-opening years in Europe. Jordan convincingly inhabits each of
her narrators, though some descriptive passages can be overly florid, and the denouement is a bit maudlin.
But these are minor blemishes on a superbly rendered depiction of the fury and terror wrought by racism.
(Mar.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Winner of Barbara Kingsolver’s Bellwether Prize (2006), which recognizes an unpublished manuscript

promoting social responsibility, Jordan’s debut novel exposes the racism and sexism of the Jim Crow South.
Most critics embraced this topic, even while recognizing its heavy-handedness; the Washington Post noted
that “the book doesn’t challenge our prejudices so much as give us the easy satisfaction of feeling superior to
these evil Southerners.” Reviewers disagreed somewhat on the complexity of character development, with a


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451

few complaining of unclear motives. They agreed, however, on the power of Jordan’s plain, earthy writing
(reminiscent of Flannery O’ Connor’ s prose, to some) and the compelling plot. If it'stoo early to say that
“after just one book ... here’'savoice that will echo for yearsto come,” as the San Antonio Express-News
claims, Jordan is a new author worth watching.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gloria Brower:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Mudbound as the daily resource information.

Louis Trent:

This book untitled Mudbound to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onit. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.

StellaKeith:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Mudbound offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Joy Carlson:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Mudbound was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read aguide. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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