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The first novel about present-day North Korea to be published in the West. A
moving and true-to-life tale of courage in the face of oppression and exile. Hyejin
Kim’s Jia follows the adventures of an orphaned young woman, Jia, who has the
grace of a dancer but the misfortune of coming from a politically suspect family.
In the isolated mining village of her childhood, Jia’s father, a science teacher,
questions government intrusion into his classroom and is taken away by police,
never to be heard from again. Now Jia must leave the village where her family
has been sent as punishment to carve a path for herself. Her journey takes her
first to Pyongyang, and finally to Shenyang in northeast China. Along the way,
she falls in love with a soldier, befriends beggars, is kidnapped, beaten, and sold,
negotiates Chinese culture, and learns to balance cruel necessity with the
possibilities of kindness and love. Above all, Jia must remain wary, always ready
to adapt to the “capricious political winds” of modern North Korea and China.
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The first novel about present-day North Korea to be published in the West. A moving and true-to-life tale of
courage in the face of oppression and exile. Hyejin Kim’s Jia follows the adventures of an orphaned young
woman, Jia, who has the grace of a dancer but the misfortune of coming from a politically suspect family. In
the isolated mining village of her childhood, Jia’s father, a science teacher, questions government intrusion
into his classroom and is taken away by police, never to be heard from again. Now Jia must leave the village
where her family has been sent as punishment to carve a path for herself. Her journey takes her first to
Pyongyang, and finally to Shenyang in northeast China. Along the way, she falls in love with a soldier,
befriends beggars, is kidnapped, beaten, and sold, negotiates Chinese culture, and learns to balance cruel
necessity with the possibilities of kindness and love. Above all, Jia must remain wary, always ready to adapt
to the “capricious political winds” of modern North Korea and China.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Reminiscent of Red Azalea, Hyejin Kim's poignant first novel takes us along on a harrowing journey as Jia
comes of age in the totalitarian and famine-stricken North Korea.... After the last page is turned, every reader
will feel enormous empathy for the plight of the countless North Korean refugees whose brave struggle for
freedom and survival continues to this very day." -- Mia Yun, author of House of the Winds and  Translations
of Beauty

"Vivid and poignantly understated, Jia is authentic and heartbreaking; it is an absolute must read for those
who wish to understand the tragedy of North Korea." -- Heinz Insu Fenkl, author of Memories of My Ghost
Brother

"Anyone interested in North Korea, or in that 20th century fever-dream known as Stalinism, should buy a
copy, if they dare."---JB Powell -- PopandPolitics.com, July 18th, 2007

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melvin Belknap:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Jia: A Novel of North Korea.

Clarence Cobb:

The book Jia: A Novel of North Korea make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Jia: A Novel of North Korea
to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a book Jia: A
Novel of North Korea. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks.
So , how do you think about this book?

Frederick Cagle:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill



your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the publication untitled Jia: A Novel of North Korea can be very good book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Elizabeth Acker:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Jia: A Novel of North Korea which is
getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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