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Islandology is a fast-paced, fact-filled comparative essay in critical topography
and cultural geography that cuts across different cultures and argues for a world
of islands. The book explores the logical consequences of geographic place for
the development of philosophy and the study of limits (Greece) and for the
establishment of North Sea democracy (England and Iceland), explains the
location of military hot-spots and great cities (Hormuz and Manhattan), and
sheds new light on dozens of world-historical productions whose motivating
islandic aspect has not heretofore been recognized (Shakespeare's Hamlet and
Wagner's Ring of the Nibelung). Written by Shell in view of the melting of the
world's great ice islands, Islandology shows not only new ways that we think
about islands but also why and how we think by means of them.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Islandology is one of the most remarkable books you will read in a long time and is thoroughly
recommended to all who wish to inquire into how geography is enmeshed in the human imagination" (Robert
J. Mayhew Journal of Historical Geography)

"Islandology is a compendium, a word and image album, a guide bleu, and a piece of theory all rolled into
one. In its dense and playful disposition of islandological lexemes, examples, paradigms, facts, language
games, the book is a voracious post modernist cosmography. Shell, a cosmographer for the Internet era,
exposes a poignant transcendental restlessness in his conceptual and literary mappings of the island in the
imaginary of modernity. Such a generous study in critical topography belongs alongside Lefebvre, Serres
and Yi-Fu Tuan in creating new horizons for the study of place and landscape across many fields and
disciplines." (Jonathan Bordo)

"Islandology is one of those rare works that perfectly reflects its object of study. Instead of being a
contribution to a particular field of research, it is an island of scholarship that allows us to chart submerged
connections among such fields as cultural geography, literary analysis, and socio-political inquiry." (Peter
Fenves)

About the Author
Marc Shell, a John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Fellow, is the Irving Babbitt Professor of Comparative
Literature and Professor of English at Harvard University, where he is also a professor in the graduate
program in History of American Civilization. He is the author of a number of books. These include three
influential studies of the relations between linguistic and literary economies: The Economy of Literature
(1978), Money, Language, and Thought (1982), and Art and Money (1995) as well as books on nationalism,
kinship, and multilingualism, such as The End of Kinship (1986) and American Babel (2002), and on
disability, including the recent titles, Polio and Its Aftermath (2005) and Stutter (2006). A Canadian citizen,
Shell has long been interested in the relations between Canada and the United States. With his wife,
Professor Susan Shell, he co-directs The Seven Days Work Educational Foundation, Grand Manan Island,
Canada, which sponsors conferences and educational outreach programs in the greater Gulf of Maine region
in both countries.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Garcia:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the publication untitled Islandology: Geography, Rhetoric, Politics can be great book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.



Jorge Raines:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Islandology: Geography, Rhetoric, Politics can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Stephen Ross:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Islandology: Geography, Rhetoric, Politics.

Elmer August:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Islandology: Geography, Rhetoric, Politics when you required it?
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