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Audacious, provaocative, and bombastic, few world politicians are as colorful as
Hugo Chévez, now making international news for his plansto nationalize U.S.
owned businesses and his bold opposition to Washington's economic and trade
policies. As Venezuela gains importance as the fifth largest oil exporter in the
world, thisfirebrand leader is quickly moving to the public spotlight by uniting
much of South America against the Bush administration and wielding oil asa
"geopoalitical weapon." To create thisrich and objective portrait, Nikolas

Kozl off--one of the few American journalists who has spent years in the Andean
region--has profiled Chavez's top advisors, leaders of his movement, and other
key figuresin both Venezuela and the U.S. The result isatimely, exhaustive
analysis of Chavez as a political leader, and a nuanced examination of the
president moving to the center of the global stage. Includes a new afterword by
the author, with insights into Chévez's reelection in relation to wider hemispheric
politics.
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Audacious, provocative, and bombastic, few world politicians are as colorful as Hugo Chavez, now making
international news for his plansto nationalize U.S. owned businesses and his bold opposition to
Washington's economic and trade policies. As Venezuela gains importance as the fifth largest oil exporter in
the world, thisfirebrand leader is quickly moving to the public spotlight by uniting much of South America
against the Bush administration and wielding oil as a "geopolitical weapon." To create this rich and objective
portrait, Nikolas Kozl off--one of the few American journalists who has spent years in the Andean region--
has profiled Chavez's top advisors, leaders of his movement, and other key figuresin both Venezuela and the
U.S. Theresult isatimely, exhaustive analysis of Chavez as a political leader, and a nuanced examination of
the president moving to the center of the global stage. Includes a new afterword by the author, with insights
into Chavez's reglection in relation to wider hemispheric politics.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Hugo Chavez has put Latin America back on the U.S. radar with his outspoken attacks on American
imperialism and his leadership in forming economic ties among Latin American nations outside U.S.
influence. To many in the southern hemisphere, he represents a welcome alternative to the U.S., whose
efforts to heal the region's economic woes through the World Bank and the IMF have largely failed. In the
northern hemisphere, he is often seen as athreat to free-trade agreements and democracy in the Americas.
Kozloff, asenior research fellow for the Council on Hemispheric Affairs, tries to neutralize the latter image
as he recounts recent Venezuelan history and analyzes Chavez's rise to power. Paying equal attention to
Chavez as aman and as a palitical phenomenon, he inserts slow-moving anecdotes among dense historical
details, making for an uneven read. K ozloff's use of sources like the Nation, the New Left Review and the
International Socialist Review, aswell as his participation in the antiglobalization movement, also reveal a
leftist bias toward Chavez. He offerslittle criticism of Chavez's policies or the nondemocratic means—a
1992 failed coup—through which he first garnered public favor, before winning office in a 1999 election and
2002 reelection. But while this bias might make for some one-sided storytelling at times, it also makes for a
thoughtful, well-researched alternative to the majority of information available on Chavez in the English-
speaking world. (Sept. 19)
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Review

“A thoughtful, well-researched alternative to the majority of information available on Chavez in the English-
speaking world.” ?Publishers Weekly

“A reasoned, historical presentation of Chévez's rise to power and the social context which produced him.”
?Political Affairs

“This book is highly recommended reading for those who want to understand Chavez beyond his rhetoric —
the real basis of his support and his actual policies.” ?Journal of Peace Research
About the Author

Nikolas K ozloff isan expert on South America and aformer fellow at the Council on Hemispheric
Affairsin Washington, D.C. He contributes articles to Counter punch, buzzflash.com,
venezuelanalysis.com, Z Net, and blogs on senor chicher o.blogspot.com. He has appeared on PBS
World Focus, C-SPAN Washington Journal and The Daily Show and is the author of Revolution! He
livesin Brooklyn, NY.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Alexandra Dickey:

Here thing why this kind of Hugo Chavez: Qil, Politics, and the Challenge to the U.S. are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all looking at abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer
which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. Hugo Chévez: Qil, Politics, and the Challenge to the U.S.
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
book that similar with Hugo Chéavez: Qil, Palitics, and the Challenge to the U.S.. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by
train. If you are having difficultiesin bringing the printed book maybe the form of Hugo Chavez: Qil,
Politics, and the Challenge to the U.S. in e-book can be your choice.

Maria Couch:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all thistime you only find publication
that need more time to be study. Hugo Chavez: Qil, Politics, and the Challenge to the U.S. can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Shantel McCary:

Y ou could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Hugo Chavez: Qil, Palitics, and the
Challenge to the U.S. is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Soledad Nedley:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. Aswe know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Hugo Chévez: Qil, Palitics, and the Challenge to the U.S. we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book.
Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book
Hugo Chéavez: QOil, Politics, and the Challenge to the U.S.. Y ou can more desirabl e than now.
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