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A jargon-free manual on the basics of developing interesting fictional characters

Vibrant, believable characters help drive a fictional story. Along with a clever
plot, well-drawn characters make us want to continue reading a novel or finish
watching a movie. In Creating Characters, Dwight V. Swain shows how writers
can invent interesting characters and improve them so that they move a story
along.

“The core of character,” he says in chapter 1, “lies in each individual story
person’s ability to care about something; to feel implicitly or explicitly, that
something is important.” Building on that foundation—the capacity to
care—Swain takes the would-be writer step-by-step through the fundamentals of
finding and developing “characters who turn you on.” This basic but thought-
provoking how-to is a valuable tool for both the novice and the seasoned writer.
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Vibrant, believable characters help drive a fictional story. Along with a clever plot, well-drawn characters
make us want to continue reading a novel or finish watching a movie. In Creating Characters, Dwight V.
Swain shows how writers can invent interesting characters and improve them so that they move a story
along.

“The core of character,” he says in chapter 1, “lies in each individual story person’s ability to care about
something; to feel implicitly or explicitly, that something is important.” Building on that foundation—the
capacity to care—Swain takes the would-be writer step-by-step through the fundamentals of finding and
developing “characters who turn you on.” This basic but thought-provoking how-to is a valuable tool for
both the novice and the seasoned writer.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

YA-- Young people seriously interested in creative writing will find this manual for developing fictional
characters a rich source of detailed information. Students can browse through the 17 chapters, each titled and
annotated, without reading the book from cover to cover. Swain talks to his readers in a conversational tone,
suggesting techniques, giving examples to illuminate his points, and offering activities for sharpening
character development skills. This is a book for those already committed to writing fiction and who want to
think about the craft of writing.

Joyce H. Jones, Mount Vernon High School, Alexandria, VA

Copyright 1991 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Dwight V. Swain spent a lifetime writing newspaper and magazine articles, pulp fiction, and screenplays.
For more than twenty years he taught in the Professional Writing Program at the University of Oklahoma.
His popular books, Techniques of the Selling Writer and Creating Characters: How to Build Story People are
published by the University of Oklahoma Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Devries:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Creating Characters: How to Build Story
People, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Trudy Clark:

Beside that Creating Characters: How to Build Story People in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Creating Characters: How to Build Story People because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from
today!



Clara Radtke:

You can find this Creating Characters: How to Build Story People by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Betsy Haley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Creating Characters: How to Build Story People can make you experience more interested to read.
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