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From hisfirst novel, The Intuitionist, in 1999, Colson Whitehead has produced
fiction that brilliantly blurs genre and cultural lines to demonstrate the universal
angst and integral bonds shared by all Americans. By neglecting to mention a
character’ sracia heritage, Whitehead challenges the cultural assumptions of his
readers. His African American protagonists are well educated and upwardly
mobile and thus lack some of the social angst that isimposed by racial
stratification. Despite the critical acclaim and literary awards Whitehead has
received, there have been few in-depth examinations of hiswork.

In Colson Whitehead: The Postracial Voice of Contemporary Literature,
Kimberly Fain explores the work of thisliterary trailblazer, discussing how his
novels reconstruct the American identity to be inclusive rather than exclusive and
thus broaden the scope of who is considered an American. Whitehead attempts
this feat by including African Americans among the class of people who may
achieve the American Dream, assuming they are educated and economically
mobile. While the conflicts faced by his characters are symptoms of the universal
human condition, they assimilate at the expense of cultural aienation and
emotiona emptiness.

In addition to The Intuitionist, Fain also examines John Henry Days, Apex Hides
the Hurt, The Colossus of New York, Sag Harbor, and Zone One, demonstrating
how they bend genre tropes and approach literary motifs from a postracial
perspective. Comparing the author to his African American and American
literary forebears, as well as examining his literary ambival ence between post-
blackness and postracialism, Colson Whitehead offers readers a unique insight to
one of the most important authors of the twenty-first century. As such, this book
will be of interest to scholars of African American literature, American literature,
African American studies, American studies, multicultura studies, gender
studies, and literary theory.
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From hisfirst novel, The Intuitionist, in 1999, Colson Whitehead has produced fiction that brilliantly blurs
genre and cultural linesto demonstrate the universal angst and integral bonds shared by all Americans. By
neglecting to mention a character’ s racial heritage, Whitehead challenges the cultural assumptions of his
readers. His African American protagonists are well educated and upwardly mobile and thus lack some of
the social angst that isimposed by racia stratification. Despite the critical acclaim and literary awards
Whitehead has received, there have been few in-depth examinations of hiswork.

In Colson Whitehead: The Postracial Voice of Contemporary Literature, Kimberly Fain explores the work of
this literary trailblazer, discussing how his novels reconstruct the American identity to be inclusive rather
than exclusive and thus broaden the scope of who is considered an American. Whitehead attempts this feat
by including African Americans among the class of people who may achieve the American Dream, assuming
they are educated and economically mobile. While the conflicts faced by his characters are symptoms of the
universal human condition, they assimilate at the expense of cultural alienation and emotional emptiness.

In addition to The Intuitionist, Fain also examines John Henry Days, Apex Hides the Hurt, The Colossus of
New York, Sag Harbor, and Zone One, demonstrating how they bend genre tropes and approach literary
motifs from a postracial perspective. Comparing the author to his African American and American literary
forebears, as well as examining his literary ambivalence between post-blackness and postracialism, Colson
Whitehead offers readers a unique insight to one of the most important authors of the twenty-first century. As
such, this book will be of interest to scholars of African American literature, American literature, African
American studies, American studies, multicultural studies, gender studies, and literary theory.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Kimberly Fain, JD, MA, isan adjunct professor at Texas Southern University, Houston Community
College, and an associate editor of World Literary Review.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles English:

The actual book Colson Whitehead: The Postracial Voice of Contemporary Literature has alot of knowledge
on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after reading this book.

Emily Higginbotham:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Colson Whitehead: The Postracial Voice of Contemporary Literature the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get previous to. The Colson Whitehead: The Postracia Voice of Contemporary Literature
giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for
your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Helen Tate:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be study. Colson Whitehead: The Postracial V oice of Contemporary Literature can be your answer
given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Nellie Nelson:

The book untitled Colson Whitehead: The Postracial Voice of Contemporary Literature contain alot of



information on this. The writer explains the girl ideawith easy means. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you
can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it.
Have anice learn.
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